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August 6, 2002
Ms. Signe Edgecombe
Waterfront and Special Projects Coordinator
Town of Fort Erie
Municipal Centre
1 Municipal Centre Drive
Fort Erie, Ontario, L2A 2S6
RE:

Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan Final Design Brief

Dear Signe,
Over the last many months, the ESG Team has enjoyed the privilege of becoming very familiar
with the abundance of natural, cultural and historical resources located throughout the Town of
Fort Erie. We have also had the fortunate opportunity to meet and work with many highly
motivated, innovative and proactive citizens, officials and trail enthusiasts focused on creating a
comprehensive equestrian trail system, not only within the Town, but as a catalyst for
interconnections to neighbouring jurisdictions.
To my knowledge, the creation of a municipal trail network principally for horses is
unprecedented in Ontario. Throughout all of our trails design experience over more than 20
years, I have believed that the non-racing equine world represents a recreational trails and
tourism giant. This project confirms that not only is the interest in equine adventure awakening,
it is the harbinger of remarkable benefits to Fort Erie residents and visitors alike.
I believe that this vision has all the ingredients for success, including:
 a long, and well-known tradition of horsemanship,
 a strategic geographic location with millions of potential visitors within a two-hour
travelling distance (ground),
 a very sizable doorstep market already visiting the area,
 strong leadership and community support, as demonstrated by your Committee, your
Council, and very significantly, local equine enthusiasts who have given freely of their
time, knowledge and energy to advance the idea to this stage, and who can be counted
on for the next steps,
 an increasingly strong and long-term trend toward trails as a popular and rapidly
expanding recreational activity,
 growth in recreational and competitive equine activity,
 a wealth of opportunity offered by local resources, attractions and tourism infrastructure,

U
-

a realistic, locally-driven implementation strategy, and,

almost unbelievable economic returns on relatively modest implementation costs.
The completion of this Master Plan is really only the beginning. Immediate coordinated action is
required to maintain the momentum this work has generated. One of the project objectives
identified by the Steering Committee is to build at least part of the network in 2003. The
adoption of this Master Plan and a commitment to its refinement and implementation is a
significant act in meeting this objective, strengthening the economic base of the Town and
providing truly unique equestrian facilities to local and visiting “horse-people”.
•

The project has been great fun, reflecting an underlying, enthusiastic knowledge among all who
participated, that the dream is on the verge of becoming real. As an assignment for the
consulting team, the Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan has been a rare opportunity to assist
the Fort Erie community articulate a vision that is unique in all of Ontario, if not Canada. Most of
us own, ride and/or drive horses and we are very grateful to have been selected for this most
important project.
On behalf of Karen Bannister, Paula Neice, Glenn Pincombe and the ESG support team, I wish
you every success with this initiative; we will be watching its evolution with great pride.
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Sincerely,
ESG INTERNATIONAL INC.
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Kenneth W. Buck, Principal Landscape Architect
Member OALA, CSLA, ASLA
361 Southgate Drive
Guelph, Ontario
N1G 3M5
Voice: (519) 836-6050
Fax: (519) 836-2493
Web: www.esci.net
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Executive Summary
Introduction
The Town of Fort Erie will soon become a leading destination for equestrians. The first of its
kind in Ontario, the municipal equestrian trail system will provide opportunities for 3-5 day rides
with overnight camping, bed n’ bale accommodations, and connections to amenities throughout
the Municipality. Building on Fort Erie’s longstanding tradition of horsemanship and its evolving
partnership with Nordic Gaming and the proposed development of an equine centre, the trail
system will achieve international stature and promote Fort Erie as an equestrian-friendly
community.

Study Area
In the preparation of this master plan, the study team explored existing conditions, opportunities
and constraints for equestrian trails within the municipal boundaries of the Town of Fort Erie as
well as potential linkages to neighbouring municipalities in the Niagara Region. Consideration
was given to existing and proposed equestrian trails and destinations throughout the Region
including the East Side equestrian trail along the Welland Canal, ‘Site A’ (a large undeveloped
tract of land in Port Colborne), and Short Hills Provincial Park.

Study Process
This Master Plan has been developed through an extensive public consultation process and has
received tremendous support from the equestrian community. The consultation process, a key
component of all project phases, consisted of:
frequent Equestrian Trail Master Plan Steering Committee meetings at important project
milestones;
•

agency focus group workshops and telephone conferencing with Niagara Parks
Commission, Canadian Niagara Power, Canadian Pacific Railway, Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority, Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters, Ontario Equestrian
Federation, Upper Canada Equestrian Association, Short Hills Provincial Park, Port
Colborne, Region of Niagara; the municipalities of Welland and Niagara Falls were also
invited to participate;

•

two stakeholder focus group workshops with local equestrians for feedback on existing
resources, opportunities, trail design guidelines, and route alternatives;

•

two public meetings/workshops, averaging 60 attendees per meeting, to review and
discuss inventory mapping and the conceptual trail master plan; and,

a

one presentation of the final Master Plan to Municipal Council and the public.

In addition to ongoing communication with stakeholders, agencies and the Steering Committee,
several press releases were produced preceding and following public meetings, a continuous
display of project information and mapping was set up at the Town Hall, and the Town’s website
featured regular updates about the project.

Goal, Objectives and Guiding Principles
The goal of the Equestrian Trail Master Plan is:

“to create and establish a local equestrian trail network in the Town of Fort Erie as a major
equestrian destination for international and national tourists and local residents, embracing
neighbouring municipalities as part of a larger trails network’

ESG International
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Under the direction of this goal, eleven project objectives were articulated by the Equestrian
Trail Master Plan Steering Committee along with almost thirty guiding principles under the
headings of:
•
•

trail design

a

trail users

•

tourism development

•

partnerships

11

trail linkages and routing

Trail Users
The trail system will be designed principally for equestrian use but will include cycling, hiking
and skiing as permitted uses. Motorized uses will be excluded except through arrangements for
adjacent landowners requiring access. Types of equestrian trail users include:
•

recreational hacks

a

family riders

•

touring public (individuals and commercial tour groups)

•

competitive eventing and training

•

competitive endurance riding and endurance training

a

equestrian leisure and competitive driving

Equestrian Trail Master Plan
Highlights of the master plan include the following: (Please refer to the Master Plan Figure 3).
-

n

Primary Trails, totaling 53 kilometres
• Central Loop, double-track bridle/carriage trail
•

Equine Centre Link, double-track bridle/carriage trail

•
•

Niagara Falls Link, double-track bridle/carriage trail

a

U

Ridgeway Link, double-track bridle/carriage trail

[j

Port Colborne Link, double-track bridle/carriage trail

Secondary Trails, totaling 60-80 kilometres
a

Ridge and Quarries Loop, single-track bridle trail

•

Baker’s Creek Loop, single-track bridle trail

•

Frenchman’s Creek Loop, single-track bridle trail

•

Stevensville Loop, single-track bridle trail

•

Snyder Loop, carriage trail

•

Bertie Road Loop, carriage trail

Staging Areas
a

Ridgemount Road Staging Area

ESG International
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•

Stevensville Staging Area

•

Equine Centre Staging Area

•

Ridgeway Staging Area

•

College Road Staging Area

-,

Master Plan Prioritization and Phasing
A 10-year phasing plan is a reasonable and effective timeframe for trail implementation that
provides immediate impact with long term sustainability. Actual project phasing will be
dependent on the resources and commitment of the Municipality. This phasing plan builds upon
the momentum created by the design, construction and operation of the highly successful
Friendship Trail and relies upon getting people excited and keeping them interested in the trail
from the beginning. In that regard, there should be flexibility built into the phasing plan to
accommodate demand for equestrian trail facilities and changing circumstances. If demand for
the Port Colborne Link (along the Friendship Trail corridor) is great, then this trail may be
constructed earlier in coordination with construction of Phase 3 of the Friendship Trail. Should it
become apparent that design, approvals and construction of the Equine Centre are proceeding
rapidly, it may be more valuable to pursue the Equine Centre Link in an earlier phase, as well,
rather than as shown here. In all cases, careful consideration should be given to phasing to
ensure that each equestrian trail link is designed and constructed in view of the goal and guiding
principles outlined in this design brief.
Phase 1 (1 to 3 years)

Phase 2 (3 to 5 years)

Phase 3 (5 to 10 years)

Central Loop (Part 1) + Ridge &
Quarries Bridle Loop +
Ridgemount Road Staging Area

Port Colborne Link

Equine Centre Link + railway
underpass near Ridgemount

Central Loop (Part 2) +
Stevensville Bridle Loon

.

.

Radgeway Link
Staging Area

+

Site A

Ridgeway
.

+

Bertie Road Carriage Loop
Snyder Carriage Loop

Central Loop (Part 3) +
Stevensville Staging Area

Equine Centre Staging Area
+

Niagara Falls Link + College
Road Staging Area
Bakers Creek Loop
Frenchman’s Creek Loop

Economic Impacts
Upon completion of the master planning process and the endorsement of all proposed routes by
the Equestrian Trail Master Plan Steering Committee, cost estimates for implementation were
prepared. This was a necessary step in calculating the economic benefits that can reasonably
be expected through high quality design, construction, management and marketing of the trail
system. The following table summarizes the findings of that process.

Table I Summary of Trail Lengths, Costs and Economic Impacts
Central Loop

28 km

Trail length:

2,646,200.00

Estimated Construction Cost:

$

Cumulative Total Economic Impact after Year 10:

$ 165772,1 00.00
175.4

Total Direct and Indirect Jobs Created after Year 10:

ESG International

iii

August 2002

Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan
Design Brief

ci
Equine Centre Link I Niagara Falls Link
17.5 km

Trail length:
Estimated Construction Cost:
Cumulative Total Economic Impact after Year 10:

$ 1,746,200.00
$ 147,892,000.00

II

159.0

Total Direct and Indirect Jobs Created after Year 10:
Ridgeway Link! Port Colborne Link

7.5 km

Trail length:
Estimated Construction Cost:

$

Cumulative Total Economic Impact after Year 10:

$ 71,262,700.00

Total Direct and Indirect Jobs Created after Year 10:

913,100.00

76.3

Summary of Recommendations
It is recommended that Council adopt the overall Master Plan including proposed routes, design
guidelines, prioritization and phasing plan, and the implementation and management strategy.
Next Steps
1.

Obtain endorsement of the Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan from Council,
regional equestrian groups, and neighbouring municipalities.

2.

Network with local Municipalities to promote a region-wide trail system.

3.

Allocate budgets and staff resources.

4.

Initiate the Equestrian Organization.

5.

Prioritize recommendations for implementation.

6.

Confirm priority equestrian trail segments.

7.

Secure priority equestrian trail segments.

8.

Confirm trail design guidelines.

9.

Prepare detailed design I working drawings for trail development on a site-specific
basis.

10.

Construct priority equestrian trail segments.

El
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Conclusion
Most, if not all, recreational and competitive equine enthusiasts in Ontario are sure to welcome

-

this first-of its kind equestrian trail initiative. Despite large numbers of non-racing horses in the
province, there are very few organized public places to ride, let alone on a trail system
developed to consistent design standards to attract international recognition.
The Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan proposal offers 3-5 day overnight riding opportunities
which can be extended over time to a larger and more varied system in cooperation with
neighbouring municipalities. It offers a broad range of trail experiences, from an off-road singletrack bridle path through forests, to double-track converted rail-trail across open country. All
forms of recreational equestrian activity are accommodated, including single riders,
ESG International

Iv

1
I
I

Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan
Design Brief

August 2002

opportunities for commercial ecotours, competitive riders, groups of friends or families, and
driving enthusiasts, all in a setting that is primarily intended for equestrian use.
There is little doubt that this system will benefit “horse people” ranging from Fort Erie residents
to international visitors. There is also little doubt that “non-horse people” will benefit as well
through increased visitation to the area, greater economic diversity and greater opportunities for
business and jobs. For example, some project participants are already seriously considering
their properties as potential bed ‘n bales and/or equestrian teaching/riding facilities.
The completion of the Master Plan is not the end of the process, rather, it represents the
beginning of up to ten years of trail building. Upon endorsement of the Master Plan, a rigorous
process of design refinement and construction documentation is required to bring the plan to
fruition. When the design concepts embodied in this Master Plan are fully developed,
constructed, managed and marketed to a high standard, Fort Erie will have fully achieved its
goal, objectives and guiding principles established at the outset of the project.
During the public consultation process, offers of volunteerism were made ranging from laying
out and constructing the trail to offers of private land for trail routes or camping use. We also
heard that time is of the essence in building the trail to accelerate the momentum and success
created by the recently completed Friendship Trail. We heard that to be successful, “it must be
done right!”
Despite this challenge, the Town of Fort Erie ought to be proud of leading the way in creating a
master plan for such a valuable community resource.

ESG International
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Introduction

Background
The Town of Fort Erie will soon become a leading destination for equestrians. The first of its
kind in Ontario, the municipal equestrian trail system will provide opportunities for 3-5 day rides
with overnight camping, bed n’ bale accommodations, and connections to amenities throughout
the Municipality. Building on Fort Erie’s longstanding tradition of horsemanship and its evolving

partnership with Nordic Gaming and the proposed development of an equine centre, the trail
system will achieve international stature and promote Fort Erie as an equestrian-friendly
community.
Council’s vision and leadership for the trail has been a driving force in the master plan process.
Council passed By-law No. 151-2000 in August 2000 conditionally permitting equestrian use of
Phase 3 of the Friendship Trail, in response to a strong demand for suitable equestrian riding
opportunities within the Municipality. Further to the recommendations of the Tourism + Leisure
Master Plan and the 2001 Corporate Strategic Plan, Council directed staff to partner with Nordic
Gaming Corporation in the preparation of a public-private investment partnership for Ontario
SuperBuild funding, for the development of the Equine center and associated trail.
By way of Administrative Reports CA 0-15-2001 and CAO-15. 1-2001 Supplementaiy Council
further advanced the development of the equestrian trails through the authorization of the
preparation of a Master Plan, detailed design and construction documents for the Fort Erie
Equestrian Trail. A Council-appointed Equestrian Trail Master Plan Steering Committee
consisting of members of Council, Town staff, community stakeholders, and representation from
Nordic Gaming Corporation, the Fort Erie Equestrian Association, the Friendship Trail Citizen’s
Advisory Committee, and I-CAN T.E.R. was established to oversee the study and make
recommendations regarding trail implementation, funding, construction and other equestrian
initiatives in the Town.
The Town retained ESG International to give form to the vision conceived by Council and the
Fort Erie Equestrian Association to create an equestrian trail master plan. The plan identifies an
equestrian trail network and design standards to attract local and visiting trail users. Using
public lands, low volume roadways, unopened road allowances and private lands where
agreements with landowners can be arranged and through partnerships and linkages with
neighbouring municipalities, and careful design and planning, Fort Erie is laying the foundation
for a regional trail system that will provide expanded opportunities for local equestrians and a
system that will act as a magnet for trail riders from across Ontario, Canada, internationally, and
the neighbouring state of New York.

Study Area
In the preparation of this master plan, the study team explored existing conditions, opportunities

and constraints for equestrian trails within the municipal boundaries of the Town of Fort Erie as
well as potential linkages to neighbouring municipalities in the Niagara Region. Consideration
was given to existing and proposed equestrian trails and destinations throughout the Region
including the East Side equestrian trail along the Welland Canal, ‘Site A’ (a large undeveloped
tract of land in Port Colborne), and Short Hills Provincial Park.

ESG International
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Study Process
This Master Plan has been developed through an extensive public consultation process and has
received tremendous support from the equestrian community. The consultation process, a key
component of all project phases, consisted of:
frequent Equestrian Trail Master Plan Steering Committee meetings at important project
milestones;
• agency focus group workshops and telephone conferencing with Niagara Parks
Commission, Canadian Niagara Power, Canadian Pacific Railway, Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority, Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters, Ontario Equestrian
Federation, Upper Canada Equestrian Association, Short Hills Provincial Park, Port
Colborne, Region of Niagara. The Municipalities of Welland and Niagara Falls were also
invited to participate.
• two stakeholder focus group workshops with local equestrians for feedback on existing
resources, opportunities, trail design guidelines, and route alternatives;

•

two public meetings/workshops, averaging 60 attendees per meeting, to review and

•

discuss inventory mapping and the conceptual trail master plan; and,
one presentation of the final Master Plan to Municipal Council and the public.

In addition to ongoing communication with stakeholders, agencies and the Steering Committee,
several press releases were produced preceding and following public meetings, a continuous
display of project information and mapping was set up at the Town Hall, and the Town’s website
featured regular updates about the project.

n

2.0 Goal and Objectives
Goal
The goal of the Equestrian Trail Master Plan is to create and establish a local equestrian trail
network in the Town of Fort Erie as a major equestrian destination for international and national
tourists and local residents, embracing neighbouring municipalities as part of a larger trails
network.

Objectives
The objectives of the study are as follows:
•
•

to recommend trail linkages within the Town of Fort Erie and connections to a larger
equestrian system;
to identify potential nodal points within and beyond the study area;

•

to define and establish design criteria, standards, and operational and maintenance
guidelines for an equestrian trail system of international stature;

•

to identify and address the needs of all intended trail users;
to promote opportunities for tourism and ecotourism development in the Town of Fort
Erie;
to recommend phased trail implementation with the first phase opening in 2003;

•
•

ESG International
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•

to promote economically, environmentally and socially sustainable trail design,
construction and use;

•

to promote education for all trail users and motorists about equestrians and horses;
to recommend and provide direction for trail implementation and management;

•

to identify funding, fundraising, and sponsorship opportunities; and,

•

to recommend an operational and management strategy to be implemented and
administered by the Town of Fort Erie.

3.0

Guiding Principles

In consultation with the Steering Committee, agencies, and stakeholders, the following
principles have articulated the fundamental directions for the design, implementation and
management of an equestrian trail system as proposed in this master plan.

Guiding Principles for Trail Design
•

Provide ecologically-sensitive trail design and management strategies.

•

Provide a long distance system of trails for 3-5 day long rides.

•

Provide continuous trail loops and links of varying lengths.

•

Provide a range of trail experiences.

•

Provide a high quality equestrian trail experience.

•

Provide access to equestrian support facilities.

•

Promote a high standard of trail design.

•

Minimize the number of road, railway, and trail crossings.

•

Reflect intrinsic landscape character based on heritage themes such as natural
landscape, cultural heritage, etc.

•

Consider safety issues for equestrians, horses, other trail users, and motorists.

•

Minimize conflicts/contact with vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

•

Have regard for adjacent lands such as environmentally-sensitive lands, agricultural
lands and residential areas.

•

Enhance, develop and create wayfinding opportunities wherever possible consistent with
Fort Erie signage study.

•

Consider security and safety of horses and equestrian equipment at staging areas and
destination points.

•

Provide for year-round use.

•

Consider user pay formula.

•

Provide unified character throughout equestrian trail system.

•

Provide opportunities to interpret a range of scenery.

•

Provide equal opportunities for trail use by children, the disabled, and those who do not
own horses.

ESG International
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Guiding Principles for Trail Linkages and Routing
a

•
•

Consider the development of on-road trails where safety and conflict issues can be
resolved.
Develop off-road trails (i.e. not on road allowances) on public lands wherever possible.
Provide continuous trail loops and links wherever possible.

•

Provide connections to neighbouring municipalities and existing trail systems.
Develop equestrian trails on private lands where important trail connections are required
where sustainable agreements (through leases, easements, incentives, land trades, etc.)
with landowners and land managers can be established for long term route securement.

•

Provide trail connections to:

•

n

the proposed Equine Centre;
equestrian barns/stables/training facilities/bed and bales and other accommodation;

ci

tourist services and points of interest;

ci

emergency equestrian services (veterinarian, farrier);
neighbouring municipalities; and,

o

•
•
•

existing trail systems.

Respect existing trails and trail uses such as the Friendship Trail and the Niagara River
Recreation Trail.
The trail will be adjacent to, but separate from, the Phase 3 Friendship Trail within the
ROW owned by the Town of Fort Erie.
Consider, and where possible, incorporate opportunities for equestrian trails in or near
urban areas.

U
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Guiding Principles for Trail Users
•

•

The trail system will be designed principally for equestrian use but will include cycling,
hiking and skiing as permitted uses. Motorized uses will be excluded except through
arrangements for adjacent landowners requiring access.
Provide a hierarchy of trail types to respond to a range of equestrian trail uses and users
including:
ci

recreational hacks
family riders

a

•

ci

touring public (individuals and commercial tour groups)

ci

competitive eventing and training

ci

competitive endurance riding and endurance training

ci

equestrian leisure and competitive driving

[1
El
0

Accommodate trail riders with skills and abilities ranging from beginner to expert.
Identify potential trail-side amenities for equestrian use such as:
ci

campsites

ESG International
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-,

grazing facilities and feeding stations
o

tow vehicle and trailer parking
tack-up areas
hitching posts/rails and picket lines

ci

shelter for horses and riders

ci

fresh water

ci

manure disposal

ci

washroom facilities

ci

picnic facilities

ci

barrier free access ramps

ci

mounting blocks

•

Identify wayfinding aids for trail users.

•

Identify interpretive aids for trail users.

•

Encourage trail user membership in the Ontario Equestrian Federation (OEF).

Guiding Principles for Tourism Development
•

Highlight area tourist destinations as a part of or distinct from the equestrian trail system.

•

Attract visitors and equestrian enthusiasts from Niagara, Canada, the U.S and other
countries.

•

Provide year round trail access.

•

Consider equestrian trail as an integral component of the proposed Fort Erie Equine
Centre facility.

•

Build on the recommendations of the Fort Erie Tourism and Leisure Master Plan,
Rethinking Niagara, Fort Erie Gateway Master Plan, and other local trails and tourism
initiatives.

•

Promote overnight visits in Fort Erie.

•

Promote Fort Erie as a leading international equestrian-friendly centre.

•

Promote investment opportunities for the equestrian industry.

Guiding Principles for Partnerships
•

Identify potential partnerships, collaborations and/or strategic alliances with adjacent
municipalities, corporations, agencies, public and private landowners, and other trail
interests to take/share the responsibility of trail implementation and management.

•

Forge relationships with other trail organizations (i.e. Ontario Trails Council, Trans
Canada Trail, The Friendship Trail Citizen Advisory Committee, Ontario Trail Riders
Association, Upper Canada Equestrian Association) for promotion, awareness and
education.

ESG International
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•

Encourage partnership opportunities and communications wherever possible (i.e.
corporate, government, general public, other potential trail users).

•

Encourage an on-going partnership with Nordic Gaming Corporation.

•

Build on the tradition of horsemanship in Fort Erie.

4.0

U
11

inventory, Opportunities and Constraints

In addition to the century-old Fort Erie Race Track and the proposed Fort Erie Equine Centre,
the Town of Fort Erie offers a broad spectrum of equestrian-related services including riding
stables, training and therapeutic centres, tack shops, feed mills and large animal veterinarians.
It is not uncommon to see enclaves of horse farms scattered throughout the community. A
cursory tally conducted prior to the master plan study found approximately 120 horse farms
within or adjacent to the town limits contributing to an abundant population of horses and horse
enthusiasts. The large equestrian and equine population was further anecdotally confirmed at
the first public meeting where an informal survey of meeting attendees revealed that 60 meeting
attendees represented over 150 horses.
An inventory and analysis of existing equestrian and trail resources was conducted throughout
the winter and spring of 2002. A review of background information and related studies, field
investigations, and public consultation revealed that despite the strong equestrian presence in
Fort Erie, there are few known existing equestrian trail facilities, equestrians are not permitted
on existing multi-use trails, and the majority of riding occurs on local roads and road allowances
or on private land through agreement with the landowner.
Discussions with various agencies revealed the following:
Niagara Parks Commission (NPC): No horses are permitted on NPC land as identified in the
Parks Act and in Park Regulations. Crossing the parkway is not recommended by the NPC
because it is a controlled access highway. Horse-drawn buggies in Niagara-on-the-Lake are an
exception to the rule as a private company runs the business and the NPC receives a portion of
the revenue. Special events may be permitted. Further discussion is required regarding use of
other NPC properties.
Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority (NPCA): The NPCA may consider equestrian
trails on their land upon close review of environmental carrying capacity, sensitive areas and the
potential for invasive plant species, impacts to existing trails, suitability of bridges and other
existing infrastructure, and potential partnership benefits to the conservation authority.
Unauthorized trails and introduced plants (via seeds carried in manure) have occurred
elsewhere and are undesirable.
Canadian Niagara Power (CNP): A letter will be provided to the Town of Fort Erie from CNP
identifying the potential to form an agreement for use of the north-south hydro corridor.
Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH): A representative of the OFAH provided
the consulting team with a letter in response to concerns about trail riding safety during hunting
season. The OFAH notes that the risk hunters pose to equestrians is extremely small. A copy
of this letter has been included in Appendix C.
Port Colborne Mayor, Vance Badaway: Discussions with the Mayor revealed that he is very
supportive of the Town’s initiative and is in the process of assembling his own task group to
examine trail routing and aesthetic opportunities to connect with the Friendship Trail. It is the
intent of the City of Port Colborne to use the abandoned rail line to connect with Fort Erie to
ESG International
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complete the multi-use component of the Great Circle ROute identified by the Wetland Canals
Parkway and Trails Master Plan. He strongly supports the creation of an equestrian trail within
the right-of-way but separate from the multi-use trail. He also encouraged the use of Site A
(jointly-owned by Fort Erie and Port Colborne) as a major equestrian facility. A record of this
discussion has been included in Appendix C.
A context map was prepared illustrating potential linkages beyond town limits to neighbouring
municipalities such as Port Colborne and potential equestrian destination points such as Site A.
Refer to Figure 1.
The following are identified as itemized lists of inventory features and conditions identified
throughout the study:

Existing Trails
•

Niagara River Recreation Trail—no horseback riding permitted within the Parks under
the Niagara Parks Act, R.S.O., 1980.

•

Friendship Trail (east of Gorham Road)— horses prohibited on the trail pursuant to By
law No. 35-2000.

•

Baker’s Creek-Summer Street Woodlot—informal equestrian trails, not advertised and
difficult to find.

•

United Empire Loyalist Conservation Area—informal equestrian trails, not advertised, not
maintained.

Existing Tourism I Wayfinding Destinations
Fort Erie Race Track, Slots, Casino and Entertainment Centre
Historic Old Fort Erie
•

museums (i.e. Fort Erie Historic Museum, Fort Erie Railroad Museum, Ridgeway
Battlefield Museum, Doll’s House Gallery)

•

aboriginal trails (Ridge Road and Sherkston-Michener Road)

•

historic settlements and battlefields (i.e. Little Africa, Snake Hill)

•

local villages or hamlets (i.e. Crystal Beach, Stevensville, Ridgeway, Bridgeburg Station,
Douglastown/Black Creek)

•

beaches (i.e. Crystal Beach, Point Abino, Crescent Beach, Waverly Beach)

•

Zooz

Equestrian Services
•

one full service tack shop with related supplies and leather repair service in Stevensville

•

two tack shops selling related supplies and leather repair at the Race Track

•

three feed mills selling related equipment and supplies

•

one equine veterinarian plus Race Track veterinarians

•

six to eight farriers at the Race Track

Equestrian Facilities
a

I CAN-T.E.R. (an equestrian facility oriented towards rehabilitation, therapy, education
and training, and recreation and leisure)

ESG International
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•

proposed Fort Erie Equine Centre

•

Fort Erie Horse Training Centre

•

120+horsefarms

August 2002

Equine History
•

one of the first coach runs in Upper Canada was established in 1798 and carried
passengers and mail from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Fort Erie three times a week.

•

a horse-drawn taxi service operated between Crystal Beach and Point Abino at the turn
of the century

•

workers at the Miller’s Creek shipyard commuted to work via horse-drawn bus from
Rid geway

•

early roads were maintained by local farmers with horse-drawn road scraper machinery

•

before there were roads, pathways were used for the delivery of farm produce and
commercial supplies, social visits, and doctors, preachers and lawyers circuits on
horseback.

•

Fort Erie Race Track opened in 1897

Opportunities
•

clay roads I unopened road allowances

•

low volume roads

•

hydro corridor

•

abandoned CPR right-of-way

•

railway underpass beneath QEW on CPR right-of-way near Ridgemount

•

tunnel under QEW near Thompson Road

•

QEW bridge over Black Creek (at Shagbark Lane)

•

Friendship Trail Phase 3

a

private land where agreements with landowners can be arranged

•

agency lands where agreements with land managers can be arranged

fl
El

U

Constraints
•

high volume roads, including the QEW and Hwy 3

•

inadequate bridge crossings that do not accommodate horse traffic

•

active rail lines

•

golf courses and other private land where agreements for trail access are not granted

•

existing Friendship Trail

•

existing Niagara River Recreation Trail

U
I

Refer to the Inventory & Analysis Map (Figure 2) for additional information.
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Equestrian Trail Master Plan

The master plan illustrates the schematic layout of the equestrian trail network within the Town
of Fort Erie and proposed regional linkages between Fort Erie and surrounding communities in
the region. In addition to trails, staging areas, campgrounds, and secondary loops of varying
lengths have been proposed to highlight key features and promote multi-day equestrian trips
with overnight visits within the Town of Fort Erie.

Trail Hierarchy
The following trail hierarchy was developed, as part of this study, to meet the objective of
providing a range of equestrian trail activities and trail experiences for different types of
equestrians of all levels of ability within one trail network. This framework consists of two
different types of trails as described below.
Typical Primary Trails
•
•
•
•

wide double-track trails designed and constructed to a high standard
designed for horseback riding and carriage driving
easy to moderate level of difficulty to accommodate widest range of trail users
forms main spine of the equestrian trail network

•

connects communities, staging areas, tourist destinations, campgrounds, bed n’ bale
accommodations

•

connects all loops and links

•

connects to neighbouring municipalities

•

primarily off-road on public land and right-of-ways with some on-road sections on low
volume roads

•

high level of signage

•

focuses on diverse communities and landscapes in Fort Erie (i.e. Stevensville,
Ridgeway)

Typical Secondary Trails
•
•

designed for particular types of equestrian trail use (i.e. bridle or carriage)
theme-based with a unique character

•

varying levels of difficulty

•

bridle trails primarily off-road on private land where agreements are possible; carriage
trails primarily off-road with on-road sections on road allowances and low volume roads
where important linkages are required

•

focus on particular natural and cultural heritage features in Fort Erie (i.e. Onondaga
Ridge, forests, farmland)

Refer to Figure 3 for an overview of the proposed trail routes and amenities.
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Table 1. Trail Hierarchy

Trail Type

Trail
Configuration

Tread
Width

Clearing
Width

Clearing
Height

Optimum
Slope

Optimum
Surface

Primary
Trail

on-road trail

doubletrack, 3.5 m

1.0 mon
either side

3.5-4.25 m

0-10%

natural or
fine granular

Secondary
Trail

off-road trail
se arated
multi-use,
boulevard,
trail in road
allowance,
trail adjacent
to railway

single-track
bridle trail,
0.75-1.5 m

1.0 m on
either side

3.5-4.25 m

0-10%

natural or
fine granular

carriage
trail, 2.44.8 m

1.0 mon
either side

3.5-4.25 m

0-10%, 15%
max.

natural or
fine granular

or

Proposed Primary Trails and Staging Areas
Five key trail segments form the main spine of this Town-wide equestrian trail network. Trail
routes were selected to highlight unique communities and landscapes and connect key trail
destination points.
Central Loop
The proposed Central Loop is a long, 28-kilometre loop connecting Stevensville with the scenic
Ridge Road area via an abandoned rail line, numerous unopened road allowances, clay roads,
and low volume gravel roads. Portions of this route are currently being used for horseback
riding and will form a large part of the proposed route for a North American Trail Rider
Conference sanctioned competitive trail ride planned for September 2002. The landscape is
characterized by farmland, remnant woodlots, low-lying creeks and rivers, and the distinctive
Onondaga Ridge natural landmark.
Staging areas with campgrounds are proposed at the Stevensville Conservation Area and at an
former quarry in the vicinity of Bertie Road and Ridgemount Road to provide opportunities for
overnight accommodation along the route. At 28 kilometres, the average rider may require from
2 to 5 hours to complete the loop. Camping or bed & bale accommodations should be
encouraged to offer trail users an opportunity to extend their visit.
The conservation area is a large parcel of land in public ownership currently used for passive
and active recreation. Equestrian trail use in this area, particularly on the portion of the site
north of Black Creek, may be considered upon discussion with the Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority and the Fort Erie Conservation Club. Further investigation will be
required into infrastructure improvements, environmental issues, and operations and
maintenance.
In the Ridgemount Road area, a former quarry may be ideal for a staging area with space for
parking, camping, and trail access and may have significant educational value for the public
regarding quarry rehabilitation with the added benefit of raising awareness and the public profile
of the industry.
Other highlights of the Central Loop include views of early Loyalist settlement and heritage
farmsteads, conservation areas and Black Creek, the nearby Zoos, and access to tack and
supplies at nearby tack shops and feed mills, views of horse farm enclaves, rehabilitated
ESG International
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quarries, scenic farmland and hedgerows, rock outcroppings and the historic Ridge Road
aboriginal trail. Discussions should be continued with the neighbouring municipality of Port
Colbome to explore the potential for future trail connections via the abandoned rail line. Initial
discussions with the City of Port Colborne have been positive in this regard.
Equine Centre Link

The proposed Equine Centre Link is approximately 8.5 kilometres long and connects the Central
Loop with the Equine Centre via the abandoned rail line, an underpass beneath the QEW, road
allowances and trails on private land and within roadway rights-of-way through primarily
agricultural and natural lands with some industrial land uses and a golf course in the vicinity of
Gilmore Road. It is estimated that this trail link could be completed by an average rider in 1 to 2
hours.
Significant challenges on this route include making a connection to the easterly part of Fort Erie,
separated by the QEW, a formidable barrier. Through field investigation and contextual review,
the most suitable of the three potential QEW crossings was found to be the railway underpass
near Ridgemount. However, special site-specific design consideration will be required at this
underpass because the proposed trail, in this location, is parallel to the active rail line with a
minimum separation of 15 to 18 metres (50 to 60 feet). In this circumstance, mitigation
measures such as berming, planting, fencing, and screening will be required to buffer the noise
and visual impacts of moving trains. Transport trucks travelling over the bridge, above the trail,
also represent a significant noise factor and potential safety hazard for horses and
riders/drivers. Refer to the Design Guidelines section of the design brief for more information on
mitigation measures.
Further research and careful evaluation of design options are
recommended during subsequent stages of the project.
For the purposes of this Master Plan, the proposed Fort Erie Equine Centre is considered to be
a significant equestrian destination point on the site of the old training track with potential for
boarding, training, education, entertainment, eventing, and overnight accommodations. Exact
site programming is still in the design stage. Other highlights of this route include entertainment
and dining at the Fort Erie Race Track. Although there is little potential to extend the trail into
downtown / historic Fort Erie due to space constraints and high traffic volumes, there may be an
opportunity to provide an equestrian-themed connection for tourists via horse-drawn carriage
rides in the race track area and/or in scenic districts of the Town.
Niagara Falls Link
The proposed Niagara Falls Link is approximately 9 kilometres in length and extends from a
junction with the Equine Centre Link north to the town limits at Netherby Road. A trail of this
length could be completed in 1 to 2 hours by the average rider. Following a clay road and the
hydro line, the trail passes through heavily wooded areas to the Black Creek area. Canadian
Niagara Power has noted that there is an opportunity to pursue further discussions regarding
trail use along the hydro corridor.
One staging area with a campground is proposed in the College Road area on a parcel of
Niagara Parks Commission-owned land on the south side of College Road near the Niagara
Parkway. Locating a staging area in this vicinity would provide great visibility for the trail system
due to the close proximity to the parkway. Visitors would have an opportunity to view the
Niagara River after a short walk. Other highlights of this trail link include numerous creeks and
woodlots in the area and historical features. Further discussions should be pursued with the
neighbouring municipality of Niagara Falls to explore opportunities for future trail connections.
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Ridgeway Link
The proposed Ridgeway Link is a short 5-kilometre long trail that connects the Central Loop with
the village of Ridgeway at Gorham Road via private land, road allowances and a low volume
road. This trail segment could be completed in less than 1 hour on horseback for the average
rider. The trail follows House Road south from the Central Loop to Hwy 3 (Garrison Road)
where major mid-block signalized road crossing would be required due to high traffic volume on
the four-lane highway. The trail continues south on a road allowance to the junction of the
Friendship Trail right-of-way and the Sharpes Road allowance (just west of Cherry Hill
Boulevard) and follows that road allowance east to Gorham Road.
A staging area is proposed in Ridgeway at or near Gorham Road on the Sharpes Road
allowance. Proposed campsites may be situated along the road allowance or on private
property in the area between Matthews Road and Cherry Hill Boulevard. Additional overnight
accommodations may be provided nearer the Central Loop at or near the existing I CAN-T.E.R.
facility on House Road.

fl

Port Colborne Link

This 2.5-kilometre long equestrian trail extends west from the junction at the Sharpes Road
allowance. Pursuant to By-law No. 151-2000, the equestrian trail will be separate from the
Friendship Trail on the extreme north side of the Friendship Trail right-of-way to the Holloway
Bay Road/Port Colborne boundary.
As a separated trail, different groups of trail users will be accommodated within the same trail
corridor with minimal interference with each other. Depending on site conditions, a minimum
buffer of 1.2 metres is recommended between the Phase 3 Friendship Trail and the equestrian
trail. However, in many places along the route, it is likely that the equestrian trail will be
separated by more space, as well as grade and vegetation. Due to the extensive existing
vegetation and variable terrain, regrading and vegetation removal will be required to provide two
trails within the former rail corridor. Additional planting and berming may be required in some
locations.
The current rail bed is roughly situated in the middle of the corridor which provides sufficient
space for an equestrian trail to the north side. However, in some locations, seasonal flooding,
poor drainage or other environmental factors on the north side of the corridor may prohibit trail
construction. Under these circumstances, consideration should be given to an alternative
alignment that would maintain trail separation but take advantage of the substantial corridor
width (i.e. multi-use trail at extreme south rather than on the rail bed). Refer to the Equestrian
Trail Design Guidelines section of this report for more detailed information on a typical
separated trail.
Further investigation and discussions with the neighbouring municipality of Port Colborne will be
required to explore the potential to extend this equestrian trail west to the canal, Site ‘A’ (Forks
Road), Short Hills Provincial Park and beyond.
Proposed Secondary Trails
Several secondary trail loops were selected to highlight distinctive natural and cultural heritage
features in Fort Erie. Although not part of the main spine of the network, these trails are an
integral component of a trail system of international significance in that they provide interest,
variety, adventure, education, recreation, and eventing opportunities, as well as imparting
additional trail length which will encourage extended day and overnight trips in Fort Erie.
As previously described, secondary trails will be designated for a specific trail use (i.e. riding or
driving) and designed accordingly. On the master plan, secondary trails have been shown as
ESG International
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either bridle or carriage trails. Since the majority of these trails are proposed for private land,
routes will change through the landowner agreement process and detailed design, however,
they are symbolic of the opportunities that exist in the Town for some very unique and
significant equestrian trail experiences.
Bridle Trails
The list of proposed bridle trails includes, but is not limited to, the following:
•

Ridge and Quarries Loop (Onondaga Ridge I Ridgemount Quarries area), a series of
single-track, off-road, short stacked loops in the Ridge Road area with opportunities for
exploring significant natural landform (the ridge), quarry rehabilitation, and aboriginal
history, in a natural setting with variable terrain and offering a range of difficulty levels.

•

Baker’s Creek Loop, a series of single-track, off-road, short stacked loops through the
extensive Baker’s Creek woodlot and along road allowances south of Douglastown with
opportunities for nature appreciation, recreational hacks in a peaceful wooded setting.
Views to the Niagara River may be possible at the ends of road allowances. Existing
bridle trails in the Baker’s Creek woodlot may be incorporated where possible.

•

Frenchman’s Creek Loop, a single-track, short off-road loop through woodlots and fields
and along road allowances in Fort Erie North with opportunities for nature appreciation
and recreational hacks in an intimate pastoral setting.

•

Stevensville Loop, a long, single-track, off-road loop through farm fields, along
hedgerows, and road allowances south of Stevensville with opportunities for cultural
interpretation and longer distance riding on in a passive rural setting. Existing trails at
local equestrian facilities such as I-CAN T.E.R. may be incorporated where possible.

The total length of bridle trails, as represented on the master plan, is estimated at 30 to 40
kilometers. However, as routes are defined and constructed, actual lengths may vary from this
estimate.
Carriage Trails
Ontario is experiencing growth in interest in carriage driving. This activity is particularly strong
in the neighbouring states of New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio. The master plan should
recognize this potential use as the demand for carriage driving trails will rise. Refer to letter
from the Ontario Combined Driving Association in Appendix C.
The list of proposed carriage trails includes, but is not limited to, the following:
•

Snyder Loop, a designated carriage trail on public road allowances north of Stevensville
highlighting crop and grazing lands with opportunities for long distance driving in a safe
rural setting with minimal interference with motor vehicles. This trail may be developed
as a series of shorter stacked loops to take advantage of the abundance of existing road
allowances in the area surrounding Stevensville.

•

Bertie Road Loop, a designated scenic carriage trail on public road allowances and low
volume roads in the Ridge Road area with opportunities for views of heritage horse
farms and pastures with minimal interference with motor vehicles. Stacked loops are
also possible in this area using portions of the primary trail and other road allowances.

The total length of carriage trails, as represented on the master plan, is estimated at 30 to 40
kilometers. However, as routes are defined, actual constructed lengths may vary from this
estimate. As the need for carriage driving grows, additional road allowances should be
designated for this use.
ESG International
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Proposed Tours and Special Events

-.

Building on the equestrian theme, other tourism and economic initiatives to consider include
organized century farmstead and stable tours, endurance and long distance riding events,
interpretive programs for natural and cultural history, horse-drawn carriage rides, annual
festivals and other special events. A commercially-operated horse-drawn carriage service may
be considered to carry tourists and visiting equestrians from the proposed Fort Erie Equine
Centre to the Historic Old Fort Erie and downtown Fort Erie to further build on the equestrian
theme in Fort Erie.
Self-guided equestrian tours may be developed in keeping with the themed Heritage Loop Tours
proposed in the Fort Erie Wayfinding Study Final Report. Themes may include history of the
equine industry in Fort Erie, black history, historic battles, archaeology/native history, and
natural history. Tours may start and finish at a staging area where tour maps would be
provided.

[1

Linkages to Communities, Tourism Amenities and Equestrian Facilities
Trail connections have been proposed to a number of key destinations within Fort Erie:
•

communities of Stevensville, Ridgeway, Snyder and Douglastown

•

future Equine Centre and Fort Erie Race Track and Casino

•

I-CAN T.E.R.

•

several tack shops and feed mills

•

Ridgeway Battlefield Museum

6.0

Master Plan Prioritization and Phasing

A 10-year phasing plan is a reasonable and effective timeframe for trail implementation that
provides immediate impact with long term sustainability. Actual project phasing will be
dependent on the resources and commitment of the Municipality. It represents a balanced
implementation approach whereby some trails are made available for use in the short term
affording a safe place to ride, building interest in the equestrian community, and drawing
tourists, while at the same time being fiscally responsible with practical and realistic annual
capital expenditures. Shorter timeframes are often too ambitious and longer time frames can
result in people losing interest in the project.
Phase 1 (Ito 3 years)

Phase 2 (3 to 5 years)

Central Loop (Part 1) + Ridge &
Quarries Bridle Loop ÷
Ridgemount Road Staging Area

Port Colborne Link

Central Loop (Part 2) +
Stevensville Bridle Loor
Central Loop (Part 3) +
Stevensville Staging Area

.

+

Equine Centre Link + railway
underpass near Ridgemount

Site A

.

+

Ri geway

U

Equine Centre Staging Area

S’Zre
Bertie Road Carriage Loop
Snyder Carriage Loop

r

Phase 3 (5 to 10 years)

+

Niagara Falls Link + College
Road Staging Area
Baker’s Creek Loop
Frenchman’s Creek Loop

This phasing plan builds upon the momentum created by the design, construction and operation
of the highly successful Friendship Trail and relies upon getting people excited and keeping
them interested in the trail from the beginning. In that regard, there should be flexibility built into
the phasing plan to accommodate demand for equestrian trail facilities and changing
ESG International
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circumstances. If demand for the Port Colborne Link (along the Friendship Trail corridor) is
great, then this trail may be constructed earlier in coordination with construction of Phase 3 of
the Friendship Trail. Should it become apparent that design, approvals and construction of the
Equine Centre are proceeding rapidly, it may be more valuable to pursue the Equine Centre
Link in an earlier phase, as well, rather than as shown here. In all cases, careful consideration
should be given to phasing to ensure that each equestrian trail link is designed and constructed
in view of the goal and guiding principles outlined in this design brief.
Although the Central Loop is estimated to be the most expensive trail to construct, it is
particularly feasible in the short term because the majority of the route is located on public road
allowances. Land acquisition is generally not required and significant portions of the route will
utilized for the 2002 Competitive Trail Ride Event. As a loop, it has the potential to become a
destination in and of itself and will function independently even without the remainder of the
main spine in place.
Depending on budget allocation, it is reasonable to expect that the Central Loop construction
expenditure will be spread over three years. It will be necessary to make a determination about
which parts of the trail or to what standard the trail will be constructed in the first year. To build
the entire loop to a lower standard provides a usable trail but one that may not the attract type of
visitors necessary to sustain it. On the other hand, building one part of the loop to a high
standard could result in a fine trail segment that leads nowhere. The third alternative is to
create a smaller, complete loop at a high standard made up of a portion of the Central Loop
supplemented with secondary trails to provide a continuous loop that is visible and usable and
will attract national and international attention from the start.
The first portion of the Central Loop constructed may be in the Ridge Road area. In addition to
a portion of the loop, the Ridgemount Road Staging Area should be constructed due its high
profile location and its direct connection to the Central Loop. The Stevensville Staging Area
should be constructed as more northerly portions of the Central Loop are completed. The
network will be enhanced with the construction of secondary bridle and carriage trails.
Implementation of these trails represents a continuation of the current initiative to connect with
Port Colborne and to potential equestrian destination points such as Site A. In addition to
making important regional linkages between neighbouring municipalities, Phase Two builds on
the successes of the existing Friendship Trail and promotes understanding between various trail
users in a shared trail corridor.
Construction of the Ridgeway Link and the Port Colborne Link should be coordinated with the
construction of Phase 3 of the Friendship Trail. Establishing Site A as an equestrian destination
will provide the impetus to link to Port Colborne.
The implementation of this phase is largely dependent on the status of the SuperBuild funding
and the completion of the proposed Equine Centre. Should it become apparent towards the end
of Phase One that design, approvals and construction of the Equine Centre is proceeding, it
may be more valuable to pursue the Equine Centre Link in Years 3 to 5, rather than as shown
here.
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Equestrian Trail Design Guidelines

The following equestrian trail design guidelines have been amalgamated from a wide range of
sources, including trail building guides from the western provinces and states where trail riding
is becoming more and more popular. These guidelines have been developed bearing in mind
the needs of horses, riders and drivers, and with safety and environmental impacts as foremost
considerations.
It is critical to understand that trail design must accommodate the unpredictability of horse
behaviour. As flight animals, horses have evolved to flee for self preservation. This behaviour
has serious implications for trail design, particularly in areas where there are potential
disturbances such as multiple users sharing the trail, at roadway crossings, in close proximity to
rail lines, and on or under bridges. Horses, in general, are very sensitive to noise and motion.
Sudden and unfamiliar sounds or movements can easily spook a horse. A spook is an often
unpredictable equine response to what seems to be a perfectly harmless sight or sound to the
rider. All horses, even well-conditioned ‘bomb-proof’ ones, spook occasionally. Cyclist
approaching from behind, for instance, can be particularly frightening for horses because they
are so quiet.

[]

Off-Road Trails
Separated Trail
Where a route is designated for a right-of-way or road allowance there may be the opportunity
for development of two parallel trails to accommodate different user groups. A minimum 1.2
metre buffer is recommended between separated trails. Grade separation and dense plantings
also provide an adequate buffer between trails. Refer to Figures 4 and 5 for a section and plan
view of a typical separated trail.
Multi-Use Trail
There are many very successful precedents for shared-use trails where equestrians, hikers,
cyclists and even some motorized uses happily share the trail with horse enthusiasts (see
www.eota.org). Multi-use trails can provide a means of making critical connections, particularly
in areas where terrain or space constraints make separated trails difficult to construct.
There are currently no multi-use trails identified in this master plan. However, the abandoned
C.P. rail line (a proposed primary trail in this plan) is being considered as an off-road multi-use
trail in the Regional Niagara Bikeway Master Plan. This represents an opportunity to combine
all uses on the one trail. Successful examples of multi-use trails incorporating equestrian use in
Ontario are the Jerseyville Trail (Trans Canada Trail) in Ancaster, the Elora Cataract Trail
(Trans Canada Trail), the Caledon Trailway (Trans Canada Trail), as well as the Dundas Valley
Trail System, the Ganaraska Forest Trails, and the Haliburton Forest Trails.

Li

Trail in Road Allowance

In some places the proposed trail follows a public right-of-way (i.e. road allowance). In this
circumstance, an equestrian travelling along the road allowance may encounter cyclists,
walkers, or motorized vehicles including farm machinery. It is recommended that the Town
designate several road allowances as trail corridors for equestrian use only. Lockable trail
barriers that allow horse access but prevent motorized vehicle access should be installed at
openings to road allowances thereby minimizing any potential conflicts between these two uses.
Landowners or managers who require access to adjacent lands via the road allowance would
be provided with a key to unlock and open the trail barrier on an as-needed basis. Refer to
Figure 6.
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Trail Adjacent to Railway
In situations where the trail is situated adjacent to an active rail line, great care must be taken to
buffer the noise and sight of the train from the horses. A minimum 3.0 metre high chain link
fence or other barrier to block views must be installed to limit access to the active rail line, and
where possible, acoustic fencing should be used to buffer passing train noise. A dense screen
of deciduous and coniferous trees, in conjunction with an earth berm between the trail and rail
line will also reduce disruption on the trail. Refer to Figure 7.
Boulevard Trail
This may be a preferable solution to an on-road trail on heavier travelled roads or paved roads.
Several short sections of on-road trails proposed in the master plan may be constructed as
boulevard trails where possible to provide greater distance separation from motorized vehicles
using the roadway provided that crossings are not common (i.e. fewer than 4 crossings per
kilometre of roadway). Dependent on terrain and space constraints, it may be possible to
designate a two-way double-track trail near the property line within the right-of-way. This is not
recommended in situations where there are a considerable number of driveway crossings due
to potential conflicts with unsuspecting drivers. A second option is to develop a one-way
double-track trail on both sides of the road allowance, in which case, equestrians follow the
direction of traffic flow. Refer to Figure 8.

On-Road Routes
Roadways have traditionally been used for riding and especially driving. Horse-drawn carriages
are considered vehicles under the Highway Traffic Act (HTA) and are therefore required by law,
to behave as slow-moving motor vehicles. Under the HTA, motorists are required to drive in a
manner to minimize conflicts with equestrian traffic. In the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
wider gravel shoulders have been built to accommodate Mennonite horse-drawn buggies.
Where on-road trails are proposed, signing will be critical not only to identify the trail route, but
to warn other road users that horses will be sharing the road and to advise motorists of their
responsibilities. It is also important to provide sufficient room on the shoulder for horses to exit
the travelled portion of the roadway in case of emergency (i.e. cars passing too closely). In this
study, on-road trails are recommended on low volume roads only where equestrians could use
either the travelled portion of the road or a gravel shoulder. Refer to Figure 9.

Trail Amenities
Staging Areas and Campgrounds
Typically, staging areas are located at major points of access to the trail system, often where
the trail is highly visible to passing motorists such as at crossings of heavily travelled roads or at
trailheads. A well-designed trail staging area of international stature should incorporate the
following elements:
‘

circulation and parking for trucks and trailers (the number of spaces required varies
depending on the anticipated level of use);

•

easy access to and from the trail system;

•

ample room to load and unload tack and horses;

•

hitching rails or posts at least 10 metres apart;

•

mounting blocks, both natural and wheelchair accessible;

•

litter receptacles;
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•

designated manure storage area and collection prOgram;

•

lighting (may or may not be required depending on location);

•

signing (including trail directional signing and mapping/interpretive signing so that trail
users can plan their journey);

•

shelter for the horses from thunder showers, lightning, and extreme heat;

•

potable water;

•

public washrooms; and,

a

seating and or picnic area / informal activity space.

U

Typical practice for manure disposal on the trail is to dismount and kick the manure off the trail
or leave it on the trail to break down naturally. On a trail system of this calibre, it is
recommended that manure storage areas be designated at staging areas and campgrounds
where people are loading and unloading trailers and preparing for their trip. A manure collection
program should be established by the Town or in partnership with local farmers to remove
manure from the designated storage areas on a regular basis.
Washrooms for trail users must be placed where they can be easily accessed for service and
maintenance. Many trail groups have reported success with portable washrooms at varying
locations throughout the system prior to installing permanent facilities (small building with
concrete holding tanks).
Another option is to partner with the Town or other land
owners/managers to utilize existing washroom facilities at public parks, conservation areas, or
private establishments.
Campgrounds may be situated at major staging areas or elsewhere along the trail where
vehicular access is possible for maintenance. A well-designed campground for a trail system of
international stature will contain the following elements:
•

amenities building which provides potable water and shower facilities;

•

wash/cool-out bay;

•
•

signing (including trail directional signing and mapping/interpretive signing so that
campers can plan their journey);
campsites with easy access for trucks and trailers;

•

source of potable water for the horses and riders/drivers;

•

hitching posts at 10 metres apart and located 50 metres downwind from other non-horse
campsites;

•

manure disposal area;

•

vegetation between campsites for privacy;

•

access to the trail;

I

shelter for horses (i.e. individual stalls in a three-sided roofed structure or a windbreak).
Other potential accommodations for trail users include local bed n’ breakfasts, bed n’ bales,
and equestrian-friendly hotels. Accommodation for the horses in the form of stables or roofed
stalls should be provided in these locations where possible.

[]
El

•

Refer to Figure 10 for a typical combination staging area and campground.
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Trail Junctions I Trail Nodes
The location and interval of trail nodes or rest areas along the trail must be considered on a sitespecific basis and should be combined with scenic views and points of interest. As a general
guideline, trail nodes should be provided every 5 to 8 kilometres along the trail and properly
signed to advise trail users of upcoming nodes. In addition to trail nodes, pull off areas should
be provided at a greater frequency to allow turning around (particularly for driving trails),
passing, resting or regaining control. Refer to Figure 11.
Trail nodes may incorporate the following:
•

signage;

•

seating opportunities and mounting blocks (which may also double as seating);

•

interpretive opportunities;

a

hitching posts; and,

•

manure storage.

Food and Water
Ideally, potable water sources (such as wells or municipal services) should be located at 15-20
kilometre intervals. Riders should provide their own buckets for watering their horses.
Designated grazing are not necessarily needed along the trail, although horses may stop to
graze on grass at the side of the trail or in clearings. Riders should pack in food for their horses
(i.e. compressed cubes). It is recommended that certified weed-free fodder be used throughout
the trip and for 36 hours before setting out on the trail. This information may be provided on trail
regulatory signage or through local equestrian organizations. This is particularly important in
natural areas where the introduction of non-native or invasive plant species could have
environmental impacts.
Roadway Crossings

The design of roadway crossings should consider the following:
•

development and maintenance of open sightlines to the road (at least 60 metres back
from high speed roads and 30 metres back from low speed roads) at each crossing
point;

•

sightlines along the road in both directions to gauge traffic speed and determine a safe
crossing time at non-signalized crossings;

•

proper lockable trail barriers to prevent access by non-permitted uses and are opened
for service and/or emergency vehicles, except on carriage trails where gates are not
required;

•

trail identification;

•

proper signing along the roadway to alert motorists to the trail crossing;

•

proper signing along the trail to alert trail users of the upcoming roadway crossing;

•

alignment of the crossing point to achieve as close to possible a perpendicular crossing
of the roadway to make the crossing route direct and minimize the time that trail users
are in the travelled portion of the roadway;

•

sufficient space on either side of the road for turning carriages and horses around while
waiting for traffic to clear;
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user-activated controlled mid-block or intersection crossing with walk signal control
buttons at 1.5 to 1.8 metres high for rider access requiring motorists to stop at red lights
and featuring a count-down walk signal. Lower height push buttons may be required for
carriage drivers.

U

Refer to Figure 12.
Bridges and Underpasses
Wherever possible, at-grade crossings are recommended. Shared bridges with other vehicles
should be avoided due to potential conflicts and the potential for spooking. In the instance that
a bridge is required for horse use, it must be firm and steady. Decking boards must be flat, with
25mm (Y2”) maximum spacing for drainage and well-fastened. Heavy rough-cut deck boards
are recommended to minimize hollow sounds and to offer better footing. The minimum
recommended bearing capacity is 5 tonnes. Where the bridge is 600mm (2’) or more above the
ground, walls must be constructed.
In high volume and high speed vehicular traffic areas, an overpass channel specifically
constructed for horses is an important precaution to ensure the safety of the horses, riders and
other passing motorists. The channel should be a minimum of 2.4 m (8’) wide enclosed on two
sides with 2.4 m (8’) high concrete walls or other barrier to deflect sight of approaching traffic.
The walls should join the tread surface to prevent hooves from getting caught, slopes should be
gentle and surface should be non-slip. The use of highway bridges is not recommended due to
heavy traffic volume and high speeds. Other alternatives include building a cantilevered trail on
the side of a highway bridge with wood tread and 2.4 metre high wall on the outside.
Ideally, an underpass should be 3.6 metres wide, 4.25 metres high, and have visibility from one
end to the other. Natural or electric lighting should be provided. If a narrower or lower opening
is required, mounting blocks should be provided at both ends.
When the tunnel permits multiple users, the entrance must be posted with right-of-way signs
denoting that equestrians have the right-of-way when they are in the approach or in the tunnel
but should yield when another user is in the tunnel.

fl
fl
U
fl
—

I

The cost for constructing trails on existing bridges can be significant and will require an
extensive approvals process potentially involving the Ministry of Transportation (MTO), Regional
Niagara Public Works, and Town of Fort Erie Public Works and detailed design on a site-by-site
basis, It may prove more cost effective to build a new equestrian dedicated bridge. Refer to
Figure 13 for bridge crossing options.
Trail Signing
The design and construction of the equestrian trail signing system should incorporate a family of
design elements, materials and techniques. The use of similar materials and design elements
will become immediately recognizable by the trail user. Consistent use of a trail logo on all
signage elements is a strong identifier and unifier. Vandal resistance must be considered when
specifying materials and construction methods for trail signage.

LI

The Fort Erie Wayfinding Study Phase I Final Report, March 2002, should provide the
framework for the equestrian trail signing system. Design criteria and parameters including
hierarchy, sizes, colours, typography and logo have been recommended for a town-wide
wayfinding system which can be extended to suit the equestrian trail system. Specifically
relating to trails, the Wayfinding Study recommends three types of trail signs including
Visitor/Map Information Signs, Trailblazers, and Bollards. Within this framework, the following
signs are recommended for the equestrian trail system:
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Vehicular Directional Signs
Equestrian trail staging areas should be considered Level 2 Major Special Attractions and,
therefore, listed on vehicular directional signs for visitors to Fort Erie travelling on highways and
local roads as indicated in the Wayfinding Study.
Visitor I Map Information Signs
Once visitors arrive at the trail staging area, they will encounter a Visitor I Map Information sign
as described in the Wayfinding Study. This sign is intended for the purpose of orientation to the
trail system. Trail users are directed with specific trail information and maps displayed on the
sign. These signs are the largest of all trail signs and should be visible to passing motorists as
a trail identifier”. Information displayed may include trail map(s), trail names and distances,
regulatory information, list of sponsors, notice board, etc.
Trailblazers I Destination Signs I Regulatory Signs
As identified in the Wayfinding Study, trailblazers are signs that display reference or
educational information about a specific destination or trail route. In addition to displaying the
name of the trail, trailblazers should clearly articulate rules and regulations for trail use including
permitted uses, applicable laws, trail etiquette/code of conduct, safety and emergency
information, and location and phone number for the local veterinarian and farrier. They should
be posted at every public access point to the trail and at key trail destination points such as
trailheads/staging areas, campsites, bed n’ bales, tack shops and feed mills, villages, tourism
points of interest, rest areas, picnic areas, and interpretive nodes.
Trail Directional Signs
Directional signs are a wayfinding aid typically located at trail junctions and potential points of
confusion. Distances-to-destinations information should be provided on these signs to assist
trail users in trip planning and evaluating route options in emergency situations.
Bollards I Trail Markers
The Waylinding Study defines bollards as signs that delineate the route and display directional
or point of interest information. As trail markers, bollards should be located at regular intervals
along the trail (i.e. 500-1000 metres) to provide a simple visual cue to trail users that they are
still on the route. Trail marker bollards should display the trail logo, trail name, and may also
include symbols for permitted uses. Bollards should be located along primary trails in high
profile locations. Secondary trails may be marked with a more informal wood bollard or tree I
wall-mounted sign disk.
Bollards may also be used as interpretive signs when located at key points of interest along the
trail such as cultural, historical or natural features.

Caution I Hazard Signs
Traffic caution signs on roadways will be required where riders are required to travel on or
across a road. Where traffic control signs are needed (‘stop’, ‘yield’, ‘trail crossing ahead’,
‘horse with rider’, ‘horse drawn vehicle’, etc.), it is recommended that recognizable traffic control
signs be used, as are found in the Ministry of Transportation for Ontario’s (MTO) Manual of
Uniform Traffic Control Devices. Consultation with Municipal engineering/public works will be
necessary to determine sign locations on public roads.
Trail caution signs will be required in advance of all roadway and railway crossings, trail
junctions, and at hazards (i.e. steep slopes, erosion areas). Reminder signs such as ‘keep to
the trail’ or ‘no trespassing’ will also be needed in various locations.
ESG International
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Interpretive Signs
Interpretive signs should be highly graphic, easy to read, and wheelchair accessible. Bollards
may not be appropriate where interpretive information is creatively supplemented with photos,
maps and other graphics due to their small size. In these circumstances, a sign board
constructed of similar materials and featuring standard trail sign colour palette, logo and
symbols will be ideal. Interpretive signs may be located at points-of-interest such as historical
features (i.e. aboriginal trails) and natural features (i.e. Onondaga Ridge, sand dunes).
Refer to Figure 14 for an illustration of various equestrian trail sign types.
Trail Specifications
Tread Width
A 3.5 m wide tread is desirable for heavily used double-track trails, particularly those forming the
main spine of a trail network. This tread width provides sufficient space for riders to travel
doublefile or allows passing. Allow variances in the width to allow for rough terrain.
Under average trail conditions, a single-track trail may have a tread width of between 0.75 m
and 1.5 m. Frequent turnouts are required to allow for passing, turning around or resting.
Carriage trails should accommodate a wide range of wheel base widths and lengths found on
vehicles used for driving. The preferable width is 4.8 m, although 2.4 m is acceptable provided
that there are frequent turnouts for passing, turning around, or resting.

[1

Clearing Width and Height
Vegetation surrounding the trail should be cleared to a height of 3.5 to 4.25 metres to
accommodate the height of the horse plus rider. In the case of a tunnel, a clear zone height of
2.4 metres is acceptable so long as facilities for dismounting and remounting have been
provided at either end for riders. Trees should be cut at ground level to prevent injury if the rider
falls off the horse.

U

Maximum Slope

For horseback riding and driving, the desirable range of grades is between 0-10%. A grade of
15% is sustainable for a maximum distance of 30 metres. Short pitches of up to 20% are
suitable. Switchbacks should be used where slopes are greater than these parameters.
Switchback construction helps to lessen run-off and ease the climb strain on horses. In extreme
circumstances where slopes are greater than 30%, there should be sufficient space provided to
allow the horse to switchback up the hill and turn out.
Optimum Trail Surface
The most desirable surface for equestrian trails is well-drained compacted native earth or
hardened crushed gravel free from obstructions. Woodchips are suitable although difficult to
maintain as they break down and blow away over time. Care should be taken to remove all
rocks, stumps, roots and other trail obstructions that cannot be covered to prevent injury to the
horse. In areas with erodible or poorly drained soils, a corduroy base covered with a thick layer
of soil and woodchips (300mm) will provide stable footing and help to accommodate year round
use. Woodchips help absorb excess water. In areas where trail use is heavy, this material may
have to be topped up on a regular basis. In addition, trail edges should be reinforced with rocks
or logs to prevent sloughing.
Unsuitable surfaces include asphalt, loose stones, large gravel, ice, clay and concrete. Horse
shoes can be very slippery on hard, smooth surfaces and can cause damage to the surface
itself. Stones sized %“ or greater can become embedded in hooves causing injury. Trail
ESG International
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crossings over asphalt or concrete should be kept to a minimum. Culverts under the trail should
be covered with a thick layer of soil or granular fill to prevent hollow sounds that can spook a
horse. Culverts should extend at least 600mm beyond edges of the trail. Visible flanges should
be installed at culvert ends for horse and rider safety.
Optimum Trail Length
On average, riders travel at a speed of 6 to 12 kilometres per hour dependent on their level of
experience and the terrain.
For beginners, the ideal trip is 3 to 10 kilometres long
(approximately 1/2 hour to 2 hours at a slow speed). A skilled rider, by comparison, can cover up
to 40 kilometres on a day trip (approximately 3 to 6 hours). Ideally, a range of trail lengths
should be provided to accommodate beginners through to experienced riders as well as drivers.
Sight Distances
Sight distances are not critical on trails unless horse traffic flows in two directions or the trail is
shared with other uses. In either of these cases, forward sight distances of 15 to 30 metres are
recommended. At trail junctions and road crossings, a minimum sight distance of 15 metres is
recommended and should be increased at busy roads.
Turning Radii
At low speeds, horses can manoeuvre around very tight bends with a minimum radius of 2
metres. Turning radii for carriages are even larger and are dependent on the vehicle
wheelbase. Turnaround areas or ‘bail outs’ should be provided at regular intervals along the
trail such as every 0.5 kilometres with adequate signage to advise carriage drivers in advance
should the need arise to leave the trail. At major intersections, large turnaround areas should
be provided to allow room for horses and carriages to circle if necessary. Corner parking lots at
road intersections may be adapted for this use with adequate signage and designated space.
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Estimated Trail Construction Costs

The following table summarizes estimated construction costs for each of the five proposed main
trails in the Master Plan. The construction cost, indicated in the right hand column, includes the
estimated cost of materials and labour and does not include trail design consulting fees, erosion
control measures, structural or engineering improvements (i.e. bridges), land acquisition, legal
services, operation and maintenance costs, or taxes. There may be further reductions in the
overall construction cost with the provision of volunteer labour and in-kind donations of
materials. Individual trail cost estimates for each of the five proposed trails have been included
in the Appendix, refer to Tables 3 to 7.

Table 2. Summary of Trail Construction Costs
Length (km)

Construction Cost

Proposed Trail

Location

Central Loop

Stevensville, Ridge Road area

28

$ 2,646,200.00

East of QEW, future Equine

8.5

$

932,550.00

Equine Centre Link

Centre area
Niagara Falls Link

Hydro corridor to Town limits

9

$

813,650.00

Ridgeway Link

Ridgeway area, Friendship Trail
Phase 3

5

$

727,450.00

Port Colborne Link

Friendship Trail Phase 3 to
Town limits

2.5

$

185,650.00

TOTAL

ESG International
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from obstructions (large rocks,
logs, etc.
• schedule regular mai
visits to keep trail
defined

section: n.t.s.

Typical Separated Trail

—

Ii
—

multi-use
trail

buffer between separated
trails
• provide vegetation,
berming, grade
separation or fencing
where possible
minimum 1.2 m wide
buffer
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[1
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limit of R.O.W.

maintain existing
vegetation and
enhance where
appropriate

—
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FIGURE 5

single track equestrian
trail
mm .75 to 1.5m wide
provide good footing
through use of well.
drained, compacted
earth, sand, gravel or
stoneduat
provide 3.5m high and
I .Om wide clear zone
on both sides of trail

double track
equestrian trail
• provide good footing’
through use of
compacted earth,
sand, gravel or
stonedust
max. grade of 10%
provide 3.5-rn high
and 1.0 m wide
zone on either stae
of traiZ

•

trail sign
“stop sign ahead”
minimum SOm
from trail
junction

,
a
—

planting
provide separation
between trails with
planting, berming,
grade separation, or
fencing, where
appropriate

L

0
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trail sign
“stop”

‘

provide good sight lines
at trail junctions

wayfinding and trail
etiquette sign

a

Typical Trail Barrier
section: n.I.s.

maintain existing
vegetation and
enhance where
appropriate

equestrian trail
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Road. Ilowan e or Abandoned
Railw
Riaht f-wav
,

limit of
R.O.W.

limit of R.O.W.

gate opening
• minimum
opening 2.Om
wide to allow for
horses

lockable gate in closed position
• lockable gate for service access
• gate opening 3.Om or wide enough
to accommodate and service
vehicles
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FIGURE 7

equestrian trail

section: n.t.s.

abandoned railway
rail-of-way

Typical Separated Trail Adjacent to Railway
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active railway
right-of-way

‘I

Safety fence
• provide 3m high fence to limit
access to active railway right-of-way
• provide solid acoustic fence where
noise buffering is required

vegetated berm
• provide coniferous and deciduous
plant material for year round
screening and noise buffering
• provide berm for added visual
screening and noise buffering

L__J

Typical Off-Road Boulevard Trail
si_ri cr1:

iii..

equestrian trail:
•
•
•

trail
marker

minimum potential conflicts with
drivaways. and intersections.
minimum intrantructure cests.
trail is mnrecnnspicusua.

4

warning sign to alert
motorists that there is a
trali in the ROW

•

•
•

•

ilmit of
ROW.

—

°horsa with rtdar sign”
where horses with riders may he
aop.ctad to travel on or cross the
road.
nlgnn should be no closer than
8km apart.
additional warning signs may he
required In advance ot major
access points.
‘horse drawn vahicie sign”
where horse drawn vehicles may
ha eopoctsd to travel on or across
the road.
cnnsait with municipal
snginaerslpuhiic works ra: signago
placomont.

iimit of
RO.W.

warning sign

off road traii on
both sides of
R.O.W.

•
•

trail use to follow
direction of traffic

•
•

•
•

•

horsa with rider sign”
where herees with riders mey be
aepacted to travel en or cross the
read.
signs sheuld been closer than 8km
apart.
additional warning signs may be
required in advance et major access
points.
“hnran drawn vehicle sign”
where horse drawn vehicles may he
napnctnd to travel on nr acrnns the
read.
cnnnuit with municipal
engineersipuhlic works mr signage
placement.

traii
marker

trail
&

marker

bouievard

nrivattt

limit of
R.OW.

I

hiqh voiume Daved road

bouievsrd

‘private

limit of
ROW.
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Typical On-Road Route
((tiofl n.t.S.

warning sign
•
•

equestrian to use right side
of road and behave as a
vehicle.
clear zone
•

both edges of road fl.sst be
kept Ire, from obstroctions
(large rocks, iogs, etc), and
areas with steep grades
avoidd In orde, to allow
horses a clear zone to avoid
danger.

•
•
—

/

liars, with rider sign”
where horses with riders
may be eapestad to travel
on or cros, the road.
signs ahoold be no closer
than dkm apart.
additional warning signs
may be reqsir,d in adzanz.
of major access points.
‘horse draw,, vehicle
where hors. drawn
vehicles may be espacted
to travel on or across the
road.

consolt with manicipal
anginaarsipoblic works rae
signage placement.
both s,dea of road

low volume
gravel road

private

private
limit of
R.O.W.

limit of
R.O.W.

-

warning sign
•
•
•
•
•
•

clear zone
edges of road .nvst be kept free
from obsfrschons (large rocks, logs,
aic), and areas with stoop grades
avoided in Order to allow ham.. a
dear zone to avoid danger.

•

‘horse with rider sign”
wh.r, horses with riders may be
expected to travel on or cross the road.
signs shoold be no closer than Bkm apart.
addItional warning signs may be raqolrsd
in advance of major access points.
“horse drawn vehicle signn
where hors, drawn vehidos may be
expactad to travel on or across the road.
consedt with mio.lclp.l anglneersobllc
works roe signoge placement.
bothsidexof road.

4

trail on shoulder
•

ndws loose right shoolder in
direction of motor vehicle uso
provide gravel shoulder to
accommodate riders and horse
drawn vehicle, where possible.

gravel
shoulder

gravel
shoulder

limit of
R.O.W.
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Typical Trail Staging Area and Campground
plan: n.t.s.

horse on camp site

amenities building
• washrooms
• showers

mounting
ramplbiocks

trail blazer signldireci

overflow parking iot
• 6+1. spaces for large
sized vehicles and
traiier parking on grass
gated and closed when
not in use

piant buffer
• to separate main trail
from parking

parking iot
visitorlinformation sign
• 10+!. spaces for large sized vehicles
• trail maps, iocai
and trailer parking
attractions,
• drop-off area
advertising space
• granuisr surface
• provide wide spaces to accommodate
horses tied to trailers for tack up
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Typical Trail Node and Junction
plan: nd.s.

secondary trail link
• all junctions will
occur within public
property
• may Include
community trails or
attractions (e.g.
conservation area)

mounting block

directional sign marker—

hitching posts

minimum 15.Om
sight triangle

trail sign
“junction ahead”

F

!•.
trail sign I
“caution” trail
junction ahead
1_

reduce slope at
intersection 1-3%
typical

open area
• sized to turn horses and/or
carriages around or allow
passing

interpretive feature
sign area
• benches, sign/route map,
litter and recycling
receptacles
provide hitching posts or
rail
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FIGURE Ii
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FIGURE 12

red/amber/green traffic
signal for motorists

midblock pedestrian/rideractivated traffic signal
push buttons located on
pole at equestrian and
pedestrian height

crossing signal for trail
users with countdown and
flash warning

trail sign
“road crossing ahead”
set back minimum 3Gm
from roadway crossing
point

trail barrier
• to allow fi
permitted uses, to
restrict access for nonpermitted uses
setback from road edge
should be mm. 6-Bm to
stop a service vehicle
while opening gate and
to provide adequate
room for maneuvering a
horse

vehicle traffic sign
“trail crossing ahead”
• consult with engineering/ public works
• distance between sign and trail crossing
to be determined by design speed of
road and site-specific conditions

plan: n.t.s.

Typical Signalized
Roadway Crossing

—
¼-__
C_Wa
as
LJ
C.J
e

-

service vehicle

align trail crossing
perpendicular to road

reduce slope on trail at
road crossing to 1-3%

use plant massing as an
alternative to fencing to
delineate property
boundaries

provide open sight lines
from trail to road
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traffic signal

stop bar
-
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trail

\
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a

push button for traffic
signal at snitable height
for nders or dnvers

traffic signal

solid 24 ,n high
concrete barrier or chain
link mesh with wooen
strips to lirrritoisibilrty
beyond edge of bndge

trail

puslr button for traffic
signal at suitable height
for riders or driners

I

‘
cars stop at stop bar
when stop signal is
activated

IEEEOL__ stop bar

I

I

I

I

I

I
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I

I

nehicle lane —•
one-way traffic flow
COeboled by traffic signal
•
reduce speed limit on bridge
•
prorate cautionary sign
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\
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Controlled one-way vehicular flow

I

Equestrian Lane

Shared Bridge

Controlled two-way v.hlcular and equestrian flow

stop bar

traffic Signal

--

two-way equestrian trail

solid 2Am high solid
concrete bamer or chain
link mesh with wooett
strips to limit visibility
beyond edge of bridge

trail

C

I

I
I

I
I
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0
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trail

2.4w wide trail

solid 2.4.,, high solid
concrete battier or chain
link mesh with wouen
strips to limit visibility
beyond edge of bridge

Bridge Crossing Options I

/

narrow oehicular lanes for
unimpeded traffic flow
• reij.<e speed
bridge
• procide caulica’y
s geage

-

—

r

--

I
I

Narrow two-way oehicolar flow

Equestrian Channel
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two-way traffic flow
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two-way 2.4w wide
castitevered wood deck

solid 2.4m high solid
concrete barrier or chain
tick mesh with woven
strips to limit visibility
beyond edge of bridge
3m high solid barrier
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cit

Standard vehicular tunes for
period traWc flow
• reduce speed mi bridge
• proiddn .aurionaty signagn

Standard

Cantilevered Equestrian Bridge

/

Ct

x

Ct
-
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I
I I
I

I

I

I
I

I

New construction

-

-

-

trail

—

Equestrian Bridge

—

prnssonn treated wood
tread on diagonal. t12
spacing for drarvagn.

—

Bridge Crossing Options II

—

sold 2dm high solid
concrete barrier or chain
I Ii mesh w,ttt woven
strips to limit visibility
beyond edge of bridge

—

d

.1

•
•

options inolud. painted wood,
painted metal, or polymer with
graphic intbedded.
proteotin. Covering to prevent
damage by weather or vandalism.
general information pronided
Oboot p. trails and faCiI,ti.s
large sin, f.. high visibility
build in high poofil. lo.ation

signboard

wood frame

four-sided roof

mit. height of 2.O.3.Om for
visibility

intersection etc.

logo, sent., of loop, route, link,
dinteno. to point of interest,

wood post with directional
markers attached

Trail Directional Sign

Note: coordinate all trail signs
with the Fort Erie Wayfinding
Study for typeface, colour, and
logos

0
‘a
I’d

e

E
E

Visitor I Map Information Sign Kiosk:

section: n.t.s.

Typical Trail Sign Types

;\
/

constructed or
natural element

mounting block

‘1I

Interpretive Sign

number etc.

wood or metal bollard

Bollard I Trail
Marker
Alternatives

Ca
0
C.,

e

0

Trailblazer! Destination I
Regulatory Sign:

-

-.

j

-

I

—

-

,

-

4

-
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4

interpretive sign

with logo, p.rmitted use., trail
number etc.
paint directly on fra, to reduce
r.plac.m*ttt costs for nignage
and vandalism

painted flash or sign disk

—4

providing spec. for edverti.ing.

information on
trail., night., etiquatte as well ,

panel backboard inserted into
frame wittt protective covering to
prevent weather damage end

signboard

•

—

character and quality to be similar
to motcrTst signboard

frame

tour sided roof

—
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Economic Impacts

Introduction
This section of the design brief describes the economic impacts of the equestrian industry to the
Town of Fort Erie over three distinct time periods: the period prior to 1999, and the ten year
period that will be required to implement the proposed Fort Erie Equestrian Trails network as
described earlier in this design brief. Supporting tables have been included in Appendix B.

Estimated Value of Fort Erie Horse Industry Prior to 1999
In determining the value of the equestrian industry to the Town of Fort prior to 1999, we have
. This is the
1
relied on the work of Dr. Bob Wright at the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food
only documented source of data for the area that is available at this time. Based on a search of
other documents in Canada and United States, we believe that these numbers likely understate
the value of the equestrian industry in Fort Erie. A more rigorous analysis would require
contacting each of the horse farms and equestrian establishments in the area with a view to
determining those that were in operation prior to 1999.
According to the data available to us there were 118 horse farms in Fort Erie in 1998, with a
total of approximately 780 horses. Using the same proportion of non-race horses to racehorses
as Dr. Wright’s work for the entire Niagara Region we have assumed that there were 700 nonrace horses and 80 racehorses in Fort Erie. The average annual expenditure per horse in the
Region in 1996 was $6,884 for non-race horses and $13,012 for racehorses. The total annual
expenditure on horses in Fort Erie prior to 1999 therefore is $5,859,800.
The average investment for the Niagara Region in buildings and land; vehicles, trailers, and
other equipment; farm equipment; tack and other equipment; and horses in 1996 were $28,840
for non racehorses and $37,140 for race horses. If we apply these averages to the number of
horses in Fort Erie in 1998 we arrive at $20,188,000 in assets and investments for non-race
horses and $2,971,200 for racehorses for a total of $23,159,200 in fixed assets and
investments. Based on the foregoing information, we estimate that the equestrian industry in
Fort Erie prior to 1999 had a value of $29,019,000.

Estimated Value of Fort Erie Horse Industry Since 1999
Since 1999, largely through the efforts of the officials of the Town of Fort Erie, the Fort Erie
Race Track has been resurrected as the leading employer and tourist attraction for the Town.
In addition to the $29,000,000 that is spent annually on maintaining non-race and race horses,
other horse industry related fixed assets and investments in Fort Erie, the Race Track now
generates in excess of $145,000,000 in gross revenues from slot machines alone. While no
numbers are available concerning the overall gross revenues from the Race Track in 2001, the
Fort Erie Race Track generated approximately $147,700,000 in gross revenue of which the
municipality received approximately $4,600,000.
The economic impacts generated by the proposed equestrian trails as indicated later in this
section of the report will be even greater if the proposed $30 million Equestrian Centre at the
Fort Erie Race track is completed. It is further expected that the completion of the trails and the
Equestrian Centre will also lead to increased visitation and spending at the Fort Erie Race
Track.
Source: 1996 Ontario Horse Industry Report, Robert Wright and Jim cation; Economic Impact of the Horse Industry
in Selected Regions, Bob Wright.
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Economic Impacts Resulting From Construction and Operation of Proposed Fort
Erie Equestrian Trails
Given the increasing interest in equestrian activities throughout North America, it is not
surprising that the impact of the construction and operation of new equestrian trails and linkages
to existing trails, as demonstrated in the following analysis, will have a very large and important
impact on the economy of the Town of Fort Erie and Regional Niagara. The completion of the
proposed Central Loop, Equine Centre/Niagara Falls Link, and Ridgeway/Port Colborne Link will
provide trail opportunities that did not exist previously; these trails will also enhance those that
do. Based on the experience of trails developed in other areas of Ontario, the rest of Canada
and the United States, this equestrian trail network will encourage greater participation among
local residents and encourage a greater number of day-use and overnight tourists to visit the
area.
It should be noted that the economic impacts created by the construction and operation of the
three trails will be even greater if the surrounding municipalities follow the lead of the Town of
Fort Erie and develop linkages with the proposed Equine Centre/Niagara Falls and
Ridgeway/Port Colborne Trail Links to other equestrian trails within their boundaries. The
Welland Canals Trail and the trails within Short Hills Provincial Park both permit horseback
riding and are examples of how linkages to the Fort Erie equestrian trail system will act as
catalysts for greater equestrian trail activity in the area. It should also be noted that while we
have accounted for a staging area and campground near the proposed Equine Centre in
arriving at these projections no attempt has been made to include a projection for the additional
trail users generated by the completed Equine Centre.

U
fl

Throughout this discussion on economic impacts three terms are used repeatedly: direct
.
3
, and induced impacts
2
, indirect impacts
1
impacts

Economic Impact Due to Construction and Operation of the Proposed Central
Loop Equestrian Trail
The economic impact of the proposed Central Loop Equestrian Trail will be felt in three stages:
during construction, during its operation and as a result of its operation. While it is possible to
provide projections for the first two stages no data are available for determining the impact as a
result of its operation. Based on the construction and operation of trails in other jurisdictions in
North America it is possible to suggest that there will be an increase in expenditures at local
businesses in close proximity and the value of adjacent lands will increase.
While it is normally expected that a portion of the trail’s materials and labour will be given in kind
or through volunteer effort, we have not made this assumption with any of three major proposed
trails.

U

1
D
irect Expenditures refers to the magnitude of the initial spending in the region in which it was spent. In this case
Fort Erie.
l2
ndirect Impacts refers to the impacts resulting from all intermediate rounds of production in the supply of goods
and services to the industry sectors in which the direct or initial spending took place. An example of this would be the
supply of bed sheets to the hotels used by the equestrians using the trails.
l3
nduced Impacts refers to the impacts that are generated as a result of re-spending by employees (i.e. consumer
spending) who benefited either directly or indirectly from the initial expenditures. An example of induced consumer
spending would be the impacts generated by the hotel employees on typical consumer items such as groceries,
shoes, cameras, etc.

U
ESG International
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As shown in Table 8 following at the end of this section, the cost of implementing this trail
induding trail surfacing, signage, barriers and access, clearing and grubbing of trail areas, and
construction of staging areas and campgrounds is estimated at $2,646,200. In arriving at
economic impact due to construction we have assumed that this expenditure will be spread over
three years. An annual construction expenditure of $882,067 will result in a direct, indirect and
induced income of approximately $1,526,000. In addition the purchase of construction materials
and the payment of labour wages and benefits will result in a further $30,900 in new municipal
taxes, $83,600 in new provincial taxes and $1 19,200 in new federal taxes, for a total annual
impact of $1,759,700. This same annual construction budget of $882,067 will create 11.6 direct
job and 7.9 indirect jobs for a total of 19.5 full-time equivalent jobs annually during the three
years of implementation. The total economic impact over the three-year construction period for
the Central Loop Trail will be $5,279,100 and lead to 58.5 person years of employment.
Projected Number of Users
In order to determine the economic impact that will result during operation of the trail, it is first
necessary to determine the number of users. As demonstrated in Table 9, Year 1 potential
users of the proposed Central Loop Equestrian Trail will come from the resident population
(19,900), day-use tourists (30,200), and overnight tourists (13,000) for a total of 63,100 users
days. Based on the participation and growth rates for trail-oriented equestrian activities we
have projected the number of users days will increase to 82,900 by Year 5 and reach 92,700 by
Year 10.

Economic Impact

—

During Operation

Additional economic impacts will be generated once the proposed Central Loop Trail is
established and new equestrian visitors are attracted to use the trail and other associated
activity areas. Based on average expenditures for residents, day-use and overnight tourists as
provided by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food; Ontario Equestrian Federation; U.S.
National Park Service; Colorado State University, Department of Animal Sciences; Equestrian
Land Conservation Resource; and our own interviews with local equestrian operations it is
possible to project the annual direct expenditures resulting from each of these three major user
groups. Year I direct expenditures are projected to be $428,400 by local residents, $2,370,400
by day-use tourists, and $2,570,600 by overnight tourists for a total of $5,369,400 as
demonstrated in Table 10. Of this, $2,223,500 will be new monies entering the province as a
result of non-resident expenditures. By Year 5 total direct expenditures are expected to be
$6,976,900, and reach $7,771,800 by Year 10. These direct expenditures will generate
increased municipal, provincial and federal taxes as shown in Table 11. Total new taxes at all
three government levels are projected to increase from $1,422,900 in Year 1 to $1,848,900 by
Year 5, and reach $2,059,500 by Year 10.
Using an income multiplier of 2.39 as provided by the Ontario Ministry of Tourism’s Regional
Economic Impact Model for the Niagara Region we have projected in Year 1 the Central Loop
Equestrian Trail would generate $12,832,900 in direct, indirect and induced expenditures. By
Year 5 direct, indirect and induced expenditures will be $16,674,800 and by Year 10
$18,574,600. See Table 12.
The expenditures of those using the trail will also lead to the creation of new local and provincial
employment. As shown in Table 13, Year I expenditures will create 70.9 direct full time jobs.
Using the Ministry of Tourism’s employment multiplier of 1.71 for the Region, Year I direct and
indirect jobs are expected to be 121.2 full time equivalent jobs. By Year 5 the total number of
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direct and indirect jobs created as a result of the trail user’s expenditures will be 157.5, and
reach 175.4 by Year 10.
Total Economic Impact During Construction and Operation
—

Table 14 shows the total economic impact due to the construction and operation of the
proposed Central Loop Equestrian Trail.
• The Year 1 total impact will be $14,358,900, a substantial return on an investment of
$882,067.
• By Year 3 with the completion of construction, the accumulated three-year impact will be
$43,967,900.
• By Year 10 the total accumulated impact due to construction and operation will have
reached $165,772,100.
• The accumulated 10-year impact from direct expenditures alone will be $70,091,400.
•

U
fl

The total accumulated impact from direct and indirect expenditures represents a
616 % return on an investment of $2,646,200.

Economic Impact Due to Construction and
RidgewaylPort Colborne Equestrian Trail Link
Economic Impact

—

Operation

of the

Proposed

fl

During Construction

The proposed Ridgeway/Port Colborne Equestrian Trail Link is estimated to cost $913,100 for
road allowance routes, off-road routes, crossings, trail amenities including staging areas and
campgrounds, signage, and barriers and access. As with the other two trails we have assumed
that this trail link will be competed over a three-year construction period. The annual
construction budget of $304,367 will result in a direct, indirect and induced income of
approximately $526,500. The municipal, provincial, and federal governments will receive
$10,700, $28,900, and $41,100 respectively in new taxes during each of the three years of
construction. As shown in Table 15 the total annual impact from construction including taxes
will be $607,200. Annual expenditures on construction will create 4.0 direct job, and 2.7 indirect
jobs for a total of 6.7 full-time jobs each year for three years. The total economic impact over
the three-year construction period will be $1,821,600 and lead to the creation of 20.1 person
years of full time employment.
Projected Number of Users
We have projected that the proposed Ridgeway/Port Colborne Equestrian Trail Link will attract
29,500 user days in Year 1, including 11,500 from local residents, 12,600 from day-use tourists,
and 5,400 from overnight tourists. As shown in Table 16, based on the participation and growth
rates for trail-oriented equestrian activities we have projected that the total number of users
days will increase from 29,500 in Year 1, to 38,600 by Year 5 and reach 42,800 by Year 10.
Economic Impact

—

During Operation

Based on data collected from local, provincial and U.S. sources we have projected that Year 1
direct expenditures are expected to be $247,600 from local residents, $989,000 from day-use
tourists, and $1,067,800 from overnight tourists for a total of $2,304,400 in direct expenditures.
Approximately 40 percent of this total or $925,600 will be new monies entering the province as a
result of non-resident spending as a result of using this trail. By Year 5 total direct expenditures
are projected at $3,015,800, and by Year 10 they are projected at $3,378,700. See Table 17.
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Table 18, shows that these direct expenditures by equestrian trail users will generate $80,800 in
municipal taxes, $218,500 in provincial taxes, and $311,300 in federal taxes for a Year 1 total of
$610,600 in new taxes to the three levels of government. By Year 5 total taxes accruing to the
three levels of government are projected at $799,200; by Year 10 they are expected to reach
$895,300.
Based on an income multiplier of 2.39 for the Niagara Region we have projected that the users
of the proposed Ridgeway/Port Colborne Equestrian Trail Link will generate $5,507,500 in
direct, indirect and induced expenditures In Year 1. By the fifth year of operation the trail users
will generate a projected $7,207,800 in direct, indirect and induced expenditures. By Year 10,
as shown in Table 19, we have projected that the total will reach $8,075,100 in direct, indirect
and induced expenditures.
The direct expenditures from the Ridgeway/Port Colborne Equestrian Trail Link users will create
30.4 direct full time jobs. Applying a 1.71 employment multiplier results in a total of 52.0 jobs of
which 21.6 will be indirect in Year 1. By Year 5 direct expenditures will result in the creation of
39.8 direct jobs, and 68.1 direct and indirect jobs. As shown in Table 20, we have projected that
the number of direct jobs in Year 10 will be 44.6 and the number of direct and indirect jobs 76.3.
Total Economic Impact During Construction and Operation
—

Table 21 shows the total direct and indirect economic impact due to the construction and
operation of the proposed Ridgeway/Port Colborne Equestrian Trail Link.
•

The Year 1 total impact will be $6,034,000, a substantial return on an investment in
construction of $304,367.

•

By Year 3 with the completion of construction, the accumulated three-year impact will be
$18,491,300.

•

By Year 10 the total accumulated impact due to construction and operation will have
reached $71,262,700.

•

The accumulated 10-year impact from direct expenditures alone will be $30,069,300.
The total accumulated impact from direct and indirect expenditures represents a
770% return on an investment of $913,100.

•

Economic Impact Due to Construction and Operation of the Proposed Equine
CentrelNiagara Falls Equestrian Trail Link
Economic Impact

—

During Construction

As shown in Table 22 the cost of implementing the Equine Centre/Niagara Falls Equestrian Trail
Link including road allowance routes, off-road routes, crossings, trail amenities, signage, and
barriers and access is estimated at $1,746,200. We have also assumed that this trail will be
competed after a three-year construction period. Thus the annual construction expenditure of
$582,067 will result in a direct, indirect and induced income of approximately $1,007,000. A
further $20,400 in new municipal taxes, $55,200 in new provincial taxes and $78,600 in new
federal taxes will be generated annually for a total annual impact of $1,161,200. The annual
construction budget will also create 7.7 direct job, and 5.2 indirect jobs for a total of 12.9 fulltime equivalent jobs each year during the three years of implementation. The total economic
impact over the three-year construction period will be $3,483,600 and lead to 38.7 person years
of full time employment.

ESG International

29

Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan
Design Brief

August 2002

Projected Number of Users
As shown in Table 23, we have projected that the Equine Centre/Niagara Falls Equestrian Trail
Link will host 17,100 local resident user days, 25,800 day-use tourist user days, and 11,700
overnight tourists user days for a total of 54,600 users days in Year 1. Based on the
participation and growth rates for trail-oriented equestrian activities we have projected that the
total number of users days will increase to 73,500 by Year 5 and reach 81,600 by Year 10.
Economic Impact

—

During Operation

U
U
I

Once the proposed Equine Centre/Niagara Falls Trail Link is established and new equestrian
visitors are attracted to use the trail and other associated activity areas we have projected that
Year 1 direct expenditures are expected to be $368,200 by local residents, $2,025,000 by dayuse tourists, and $2,313,600 by overnight tourists for a total of $4,706,800 as shown in Table
24. More than $1.9 million (i.e. $1,952,400) will be new monies entering the province as a result
of non-resident expenditures. By Year 5 total direct expenditures are expected to be
$6,289,100, and reach $7,042,200 by Year 10.
As shown in Table 25, these direct expenditures will generate $165,100 in new municipal taxes,
$446,300 in new provincial taxes, and $635,800 in new federal taxes for a Year 1 total of
$1,247,200 in new taxes to all three levels of government. Total taxes accruing to all three
levels of government are projected to be $1,666,600 in Year 5, and reach $1,866,200 by Year
10.
Using Ontario Ministry of Tourism’s income multiplier of 2.39 for the Niagara Region we have
projected that the users of the Equine Centre/Niagara Falls Trail Link will generate $11,249,300
in direct, indirect and induced expenditures In Year 1. As shown in Table 26, by Year 5 direct,
indirect and induced expenditures will be $15,030,900 and by Year 10 $16,830,900.
Table 27 demonstrates that the direct expenditures of this trail’s resident and tourist equestrian
users will create 62.1 direct full time jobs. Using the Ministry of Tourism’s employment multiplier
of 1.71 for the Region, there will be 44.1 indirect jobs created for a total of 106.2 direct and
indirect full time equivalent jobs in Year 1. By Year 5 the number of direct jobs will be 83.0, and
the direct and indirect jobs 141.9. We have projected that the number of direct, and direct and
indirect jobs in Year 10 will be 93.0 and 159.0 respectively.
During Construction and Operation
The total economic impact due to the construction and operation of the proposed Equine
Centre/Niagara Falls Trail Link is shown in Table 28.

Total Economic Impact

•
•
•
•

•

—

The Year 1 total impact will be $12,256,300.
By Year 3 with the completion of construction (i.e. a total of $1,746,200), the
accumulated three-year impact will be $37,569,200.
By Year 10 the total accumulated impact due to construction and operation will have
reached $147,892,000.
The accumulated 10-year impact from direct expenditures alone will be $62,361,700.

The total accumulated impact from direct and indirect expenditures represents a
836% return on an investment of $1,746,200.
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Summary
In undertaking the economic impacts for three of the proposed equestrian trails in the Town of
Fort Erie we have used the Ontario Ministry of Tourism’s Regional Economic Impact Model for
the Niagara Region. The employment and income multipliers used in this model are well
documented and widely accepted throughout the public and private sectors of Ontario’s tourism
industry. The model provides what we consider is conservative, yet reasonable estimates of
expenditures, employment and taxes.
It is clear from our analyses that the construction and operation of the proposed Fort Erie
equestrian trails system will have a positive and profound impact on the economy of the Town
and the Region of Niagara by increasing the number of visitors to area, increasing the level of
expenditures, providing additional employment and generating additional taxes at the municipal,
provincial and federal level.
It should be noted that the economic impacts described in this section will only be attained if the
trails system is well designed and constructed; maintained and managed to a high standard;
and, effectively marketed to the appropriate user groups.
•

Expenditures by recreational horseback trail riders are among the highest of all
recreational trail users.

•

Expenditures by day-use tourist equestrian trail users are almost three times that of
other tourists (i.e. $78.49 vs. $28.23).
Expenditures by overnight tourist equestrian trail users are more than 50 percent higher
than those of other tourists (i.e. $197.74 vs. $127.19).
By the end of Year 10 when all three major trails and linkages are expected to be in
place the annual economic impact will be $43,480,600.
The ten-year cumulative impact of the three major trails and linkages will be
$384,926,800, which is a return of 715% on a capital investment of $5,305,500 for
trail and campground construction.

•

•

10.0 Implementation and Management Strategy
The successful implementation of the master plan requires active and ongoing working
relationships between the Town of Fort Erie, the Equestrian Community and the Equine
Industry.
These partners have shown their willingness to come together during the
development of the Master Plan and now need to consider and commit to the next steps. The
following recommendations hinge on the development of an administrative structure that
recognizes the individual roles and responsibilities of the members of this triad. One of the first
steps towards implementation will be for each of the partners to review and respond to these
proposed responsibilities.

Municipal Trail Coordination
It is recommended that:
•

The Town of Fort Erie extend the Wayfinding Strategy and incorporate equestrian trail
signage to ensure coordination. Event signage for trail events in the interim will be
temporary signage.
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The Town of Fort Erie play a lead role in the impletnentation of the Master Plan.
The Town of Fort Erie allocate annual budgets and staff resources for the purposes of
implementing the Master Plan.
The successful implementation of the Master Plan requires the dedicated time of
municipal staff during the initial development of the trail system. The role of a municipal
trail coordinator should be defined and be allocated to an existing staff member or a new
position should be created and filled.
The Town incorporate the trail system into the parks system as ‘linear parks’.

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Partnerships be established with neighbouring municipalities and agencies (i.e.
conservation authorities) with landholdings required to extend the trail system. Initial
discussions have confirmed that there is significant interest amongst these
agencies/jurisdictions to work towards this common goal. This cooperative approach will
have to be nurtured to generate and maintain these critical relationships.
Consistency be developed in trail design and signage once regional linkages have been
identified.
The Town will continue to work with Nordic Gaming to formalize a working relationship to
prepare the SuperBuild application and realize the potential of the proposed Equine
Centre as an internationally significant equestrian destination.
The Town of Fort Erie partner with I CAN T.E.R. to take mutual advantage of trail and
existing equestrian facilities.
Facilitate I promote bed n’ bales and similar entrepreneurial opportunities through
technical assistance, guidelines, and/or incentives, etc.
Motorized access to all road allowances designated for equestrian trail use be restricted
(except specialized circumstances such as for landowner access).

Access Through and To Private Land
The network of publicly-owned road allowances in Fort Erie is extensive and is a tremendously
valuable resource for equestrian trail development. Greater variety in levels of difficulty and
scenery and, ultimately trail experience, that can only be provided with the incorporation of trails
on private land will be critical for attaining international significance for the trail system.

U
U
U

[1

—

U

It is recommended that:
•

A private landowner contact program be established as an essential management tool in
the implementation of the trail system. Equestrian access to private lands will be
required to create some of the critical links identified in the master plan. As well,
additional agreements with private land owners may offer interesting loop trails that can
link to the main system.
Members of the Fort Erie equestrian community and landowners were active participants
in focus groups and public meetings and several expressed great interest in providing an
equestrian trail and/or campground on their land. A landowner contact program should
focus on the long term protection of key links, the development of mutually beneficial
access agreements and a process to monitor trail use. Risk management costs
associated with the access to private lands for public equestrian trail use should be
borne by the Town of Fort Erie.
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The Centre for Land and Water Stewardship at the University of Guelph have pioneered
the development of landowner contact programs in Ontario and should be contacted in
the development of this program.
Equestrian Organization
The leadership provided by the Town of Fort Erie and local equestrians has resulted in the
preparation of the Fort Erie Equestrian Master Plan. This is an important first step and the
partnership must be renewed to meet the next challenges.
It is recommended that:
An equestrian organization dedicated to advocating for equestrian trails be formed. This group
should not be a trail user group but rather organize in support of the different equine groups
within Fort Erie with a focus on policy development for equestrian trail planning, protection and
development. The group should focus on promoting the equine interests in the Town of Fort
Erie and linking to other regional and provincial organizations with similar mandates.
This group should encourage equestrian use of trails, promote equestrian trails and protect
lands for equestrian trail use in the Town of Fort Erie. Specifically it should:

•

Be proactive.

•

Educate horse people on their individual and collective responsibilities in the
development of a “horse friendly” community.

•

Build partnerships with the Town, the proposed Equine Centre, other agencies,
organizations and private land owners for land access for equestrians.

•

Inform/educate the community about horses and horse trails and clarify common
misconceptions about horses with accurate information.

•

Inform the community of the importance of the horse industry to the local economy.

•

Build relationships with key landowners.

•

Work with other equestrian groups to provide opportunities for the community to
familiarize themselves with horses and trail riding.

•

Build relationships and collaborations with local trail organizations such as the
Friendship Trail Citizen Advisory Committee.

•

Prepare and maintain a business directory of equestrian businesses for local and touring
equestrians. Review the York Region and Simcoe County Horse Country Guide 2002 as
a benchmark.

•

Network with other equine organizations and review other equestrian trail facilities to
identify best management practices and effective promotional actions, including the
development a working relationship with the New York State Horse Council
(www.nyshc.org). Otter Creek and Alleghany State Park are examples of existing
equestrian trail facilities.

•

Work with others to promote the equestrian trails and services in Fort Erie. Note
Haliburton Highlands Trails and Tours web site (www.trailsandtours.com); include Fort
Erie on the Annual Ride roster of the OTRA and in their publication Discover Trail Riding
in Ontario.

•

Seek recognition for the trail system as a Trillium Trail recognized by the Ontario Trails
Council.

ESG International

33

Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan
Design Brief
•
•

August 2002

Lecture and tour to promote the Fort Erie Equestrian Trail.
The founding members of this group should seek organizational assistance from the
Ontario Equestrian Federation and Ontario Trail Riders Association before proceeding.
Membership should be sought from the business and policy community. Note Equestrian
Land Resource Center publication Getting Organized: Creating an Equestrian Trails
Organization (www.elcr.org).

Fort Erie Equestrian Association

U

The Fort Erie Equestrian Association has played a key role in the development of the
Equestrian Master Plan.
It is recommended that:
•

The Fort Erie Equestrian Association assume the responsibility of a “Friends”
organization for the Town’s equestrian trails. This role would include applying for a
bingo license to assist with funding capital trail projects, organizing annual fundraising
events, trail patrol, working with the Town on equestrian trail awareness events, liaison
with the Town in the identification of signage and equine trail support services and
assisting others in the development and distribution of education I interpretation
information to trail users.

International Recognition
High quality facilities and events are necessary to attract foreign visitors. There are
expectations that must be properly accommodated to develop this market which have significant
implications for design, construction, management and marketing.
Fort Erie offers potential as an international equestrian destination. The implementation of the
equestrian master plan will be the first initiative of this type for an Ontario municipality. The
parallel development of an “equestrian friendly” community that encourages not only its local
riders but equestrians of all interests to come and ride its trails, participate in events and enjoy
the facilities and training opportunities that are proposed for the Equine Centre will benefit from
the exploding interest and investment in horse related activities across North America.
They may be designed to accommodate the lone rider, a group of friends on horseback, an
annual ride that attracts hundreds of competitors from far and wide, or occasionally, family
groups. Equestrian trails connect neighbours, link barns and unite equestrian centres. As a
destination point, equestrian trails provide recreational opportunities for both local residents and
visitors taking part in planned events, casual rides or “bed & bale” holidays, whereby both rider
and horse are accommodated through an extended network of B&B’s as part of a planned
multiday excursion.
This being said, the motivation for most equestrian trail riders is not unlike other trail users.
They seek a range of landscapes and conditions through which to travel. They like to be
challenged, but also informed and forewarned about trail conditions, distances, and other types
of trail users they may encounter along the route. They need to know that they, their mount and
their equipment (left behind) will be safe.
Quality, service and catering to the variety of equine interests will grow this area into an
international destination.
It is recommended that:
•

A community dialogue focused on the development of an equine strategy should be
initiated by the Town of Fort Erie. Municipal leaders, the business community and the
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newly formed Equestrian Organization should meet to discuss the nature and extent of a
long term economic strategy for Fort Erie to develop as an international equestrian
destination. This strategy should include consideration for tourism opportunities such as
horse-drawn taxi/tour services, organized tours of historic farms, racehorse stables, or
wineries, bed n’ bales and other overnight accommodations, educational and interpretive
programs, points of interest, special events, and fundraising. This strategy should also
identify different funding / support roles for each of the participating sectors.
•

The Town of Fort Erie should register the core equestrian trail with the Trans Canada
Trail Foundation and ensure that the Town’s equestrian trail system is included in any
TOT guide books and/or recognized on their web site. The Town should investigate a
link with the TCT web site.

a

An equestrian trail marketing / promotional plan should be developed to inform the local,
provincial and international equine community of the nature and extent of the equine
trails and support facilities within the Town. The strategy should include sending a
challenge to provincial equestrians to come to Fort Erie to add considerable distances to
their Ride Ontario program
the Ontario Equestrian Federation (OEF) sponsors the
“Ride Ontario” program to encourage its members to log the distances travelled on
horseback or in carriage during the year. Riders and drivers are then recognized
annually for logging the longest distances. The Fort Erie Equestrian trails will provide
excellent opportunities for local and regional equestrians to log their miles along safe
and enjoyable trails.
—

Risk Management
Risk management is an important component of a successful trail program. It should be
reflected in proper trail and support facility design, an ongoing and regular maintenance
program; signage, educational information and insurance. Insurance coverage for trail
organizations who assume the management of recreational trails on behalf of the public is often
complicated. It is not wise for a volunteer based organization to assume the risk and the
associated costs of a multiple use trail system.
It is recommended that:
•

A risk management program should be developed for the Fort Erie Equestrian Trail by
the Town. The Town should extend its existing liability insurance policy to cover this
recreational corridor and the volunteers who may participate in the long term
management of section of the trail.

•

Equestrians should be required to carry third party liability insurance while using the
Town’s trails. The Town of Fort Erie may wish to consider the recent actions of the
Grand River Conservation Authority. Riders wanting a permit* to ride on GRCA trails are
now required to show their Ontario Equestrian Federation (OEF) membership card as
proof of having five million liability coverage before a trail permit will be issued.( * The
GRCA is in the process of preparing a policy on equestrian use in the GRCA and the
development of a permit system)

Education
The general public’s involvement and understanding of horses is limited. Uneducated trail users
and passing motorists can unwittingly, or purposefully, cause potentially dangerous situations
for horses and riders/drivers.
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It is recommended that:
A public education program be developed for motorists and the general public. Motor
vehicle drivers need to be aware of and understand their responsibilities regarding
speed and noise when approaching and passing equestrians. Understanding and
anticipating the horse’s possible flight reactions would also be useful. Conversely,
motorists need to know that equestrians will proceed according to highway traffic rules.
Signalling for making left and right turns should be part of this education.

U

An equestrian code of conduct be developed. This should include topics such as how to
approach riders on the trail, right of way and passing of other trail users. All trail users
should know when and whether to expect horses travelling at greater speeds. The
Ontario Trail Riders Association (www.csolve.net/-newdawn/otra) and the Hamilton
Region Conservation Authority ( www.hamrca.on.ca/DundasValley) have developed
codes of conduct for equestrians that may provide a useful reference.
User Pay
User pay is a controversial issue within the trail community. Some trail groups such as the
Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs( OFSC) operate on a user pay system with a portion of
all collected annual funds returning to clubs to manage the trails. A Trillium Trail pass is being
piloted by the Eastern Ontario Trails Alliance (EOTA) for all trail users with the exception of
hikers. Similarly, the revenue from this program is used for annual trail maintenance. The
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority charges an annual or daily fee for equestrian trail use
on their designated trails.
It is recommended that:
An annual or daily trail permit should be considered by the Town of Fort Erie in
discussion with the equestrian community. The revenue from this program could be used
for a variety of purposes. These dollars could be returned to trail maintenance or they
could be directed to provide an annual base budget to support the local Equestrian
Organization. Examples of this type of support ( but at a much larger scale) can be
reviewed at the web site for the Equine Industry Promotional Group of Michigan(
www.geocities.com/eipgm/)

fl

Trail Management and Maintenance
Trail management and operations require ongoing funding. The evolution of Fort Erie as an
international equestrian destination will require a high standard of annual trail maintenance for
the trails and support services. This in turn will require significant financial support. The
economic impact assessment carried out for the master plan indicates that significant benefits
will accrue from this project.
It is recommended that:
•

Ongoing community-based partnerships should be developed to support the
construction and maintenance of the proposed equestrian trails. These partnerships can
range from in-kind services in the development of the trails (i.e. donation of stonedust,
annual trail clean up days), an adopt-a-trail program for individual sections of trail (i.e. 4H clubs, individual stables), corporate sponsorship to build and maintain staging areas
(i.e. the food and beverage industry, bed n’ bales, feed mills and tack shops, large
animal veterinarians, Fort Erie Race Track), and annual rides for fundraising focused on
specific trail projects.
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The trail should be considered an extension of the parks system. Maintenance
expectations for the Town will include, but not be limited to, maintaining clear zones by
mowing and pruning, topping up trail surface materials as needed, replacing or repairing
signs as needed, litter and recycling pick-up, and manure removal from designated
storage areas.

Environmental Impacts
Equestrian trail use is generally defined as a low impact trail activity. However, seasonal
conditions may make the use of some sections of trails undesirable. Equestrian use of some
trails during the spring “mud season” can result in erosion problems and can subsequently
cause problems for other trail users. Organizations such as the Hamilton Region Conservation
Authority routinely post trail closings for the various trail uses on its web site.
It is recommended that:
•

Temporary trail closures may take place due to seasonal conditions. Seasonal trail
checks should be undertaken to identify conditions under which trails should be closed.
The Equestrian Organization should make recommendations to the Town on these
conditions. Local equestrians should accept the responsibility to routinely monitor
equestrian use of the trail sections and report back to the Town.

•

A trail watch monitoring and reporting mechanism be established for this purpose.

Use of Low Volume and Unopened Roads for Trail Routes
Some of the low volume roads and unopened road allowances identified by the Town for
consideration as potential links in the equestrian trail are presently maintained by the
agricultural community. Others are maintained by the Town or are overgrown and no longer
distinguishable.
It is recommended that:
•

The Town should maintain or contract with agricultural land managers to undertake route
maintenance for equestrian use to limit personal liability responsibilities. In some
locations, property owners may be occupying portions of these corridors and may or
may not be aware of their rights and responsibilities.

•

The Town should confirm public road allowance boundaries and consult with effected
landowners to develop solutions that are fair and equitable.

•

The Town should maintain ownership of all road allowances until such time as the
equestrian trail has been implemented fully and unused road allowances are deemed
unnecessary for trail purposes.

Hunting
Sections of the proposed equestrian trail will pass through traditional hunting areas within the
Town. This issue was raised at a focus group meeting and our research shows that it is not
uncommon for trail users and hunters to share the same territory in Ontario. The Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources determines the hunting seasons. Discussions were also held
with representatives of the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters.
It is recommended that:
•

Trail users should be advised of hunting activities and be educated on trail maps and
trail signs about hunting seasons and regulations and the sections of the trail system
that they might expect to encounter hunters at particular times of the year.
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•

Trail users should be encouraged to wear brightly coloured clothing (white is not
recommended) during hunting seasons.

•

The Town should ensure that they are kept apprised of changes to the annual hunting
regulations by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.

•

Hunters should be advised that equestrian trait users may frequent traditional hunting
areas.

•

The existing hunting by-law should be revised to state that no hunting should occur from
or across the equestrian trail.

Equestrian Support Facilities

fl

Equestrians participate in several equine activities and at different levels of intensity. Through
the public consultation process, equestrians assisted with the identification of the trail route
design, location of staging areas and other trail amenities, safety requirements and shared use
considerations.
It is recommended that:
•

Individual equine disciplines may have additional specific needs that fall outside the
mandate of the preparation of the master plan. These might include an extended trail
system and! or critical partnerships with private land owners or the Equine Centre e.g.
endurance rides, three day eventing and marathon carriage driving. These groups
should continue to identify additional trail routes within the Town of Fort Erie to be
considered as part of the trail system as well as private land partnerships that may
benefit all equestrians.

•

An equine event application process should be developed for the use of specific short
term sections of the Fort Erie Equestrian trail for specific events. This information should
be well advertised with sufficient lead time to inform other trail users of the proposed
activities. These events should also be used to promote activities to non-equestrians.

U

Fundraising
At this time, there are no dedicated provincial funding programs for trail development in
southern Ontario. However, the trail community is well known for creatively leveraging funds,
developing sponsorships and finding in-kind contributions for trail projects. Table 29 highlights
existing major sponsors of trail projects presently active in southern Ontario. This table includes
government, foundation and NGO contacts. Some of the contacts provide capital dollars or
provide access to active marketing initiatives while others provide extensive networks to other
trail groups, organizations and trail-friendly municipalities to learn from their experience as to the
most effective ways and means of fundraising.
Other community groups should be approached for support. Some health units have taken an
active interest in trail development in their communities and have published local trail maps,
sponsored trail days and encouraged seniors and other groups within the community to get
active and participate in trail use as well as development.
Local corporations have supported specific trail projects in various communities. Their
marketing divisions along with their charitable divisions should be approached to see if their
mandates match the requirements of the equestrian trail.
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Table 29. Trail Funding Opportunities in Southern Ontario
Program

Focus

Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Affairs-Rural
Economic Development
Program (RED), part of
OSTAR (Ontario Small Town
and Rural Development)
initiative

•

$200M over 5 years

•

removes barriers to economic growth in rural Ontario by
promoting a diversified business climate, exploring new products
and markets, creating a climate for long-term job growth and
investing in technologies and sectors that contribute to economic
development in rural Ontario

•

applicants must form partnerships and demonstrate need, have a
sound financial plan, show economic development potential, in-kind
contributions will not be accepted, identify specific performance
measures, clear milestones and deliverables

•

Contact: Rural Secretariat, 1-888-588-4111

•

encourages innovation and experimentation, cross-cultural
collaboration, citizen participation and systematic change

•

focuses on building healthy, sustaining and caring communities

•

offers provincial and community grants <$25K and 425K

•

recent trail projects include: Porcupine Ski Runner Cross Country
Ski Club to install lighting on 3.2 km of trail; Rotary Club of St.
Thomas to assist with construction of paved trail (TCT); Waterloo
Region Nordic Sports Club to create recreational x-country ski trails;
OFSC to support clubs to respond to growth in year round trail use
and impacts of tourism

•

Contact: Ms. D. Oswald, 1-800-263-2887

•

funded from contributions by TD customers

•

money generated in the community stays in the community; money
does not flow out to communities where there are no customers

•

local advisory boards, made up largely of customers, review
applications and recommend projects; these advisory boards work
within the budget that their community has contributed

•

Contact: Ms. Moragh Lippert, Regional Manager, TD Friends of the
Environment, 1-519-885-7816

•

dedicated to the marketing and development of a shared use trail
that crosses Canada

•

a section of this trail crosses through Fort Erie

•

access to funding for location and interpretive signage for sections of
the TCT

•

provides experience from trail community across Canada

•

Contact: Mr. Anthony Sharp, Ontario Representative, Trans Canada
Trail Foundation, 1-519-528-3193

Trillium Foundation*, an
agency of the Ontario Ministry
of Tourism, Culture and
Recreation

TD Friends of the
Environment Foundation*

Trans Canada Trail
Foundation
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Program

Focus

Ontario Trails Council

•

dedicated to promotion of shared use trails across Ontario

•

in the process of implementing the Trillium Trail system

•

recently received funding for a trail marketing initiative

•

has access to a network of trail groups and organizations to share
information

•

Contact: Mr. Bill Bowick, Executive Director, Ontario Trails Council,
1-877-668-7245

Go For Green

•

National Not-for-Profit with a program that supports trail development

•

promotes trails internationally and nationally with their web site

•

provides small annual funding to trail groups

•

Contact: Mr. Dan Andrews, TrailPaq Representative, Go For Green,
1-613-748-1800 x112

Funding resources are availaule for not-for-profit organizations so may be accessible by the Fort Erie
Equestrian Association, however the Town of Fort Erie may not be able to apply.

*

11
U
U
ci
U
El
fl

11.0 Next Steps
1. Obtain endorsement of the Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan from Council, regional
equestrian groups, and neighbouring municipalities.

2. Network with local Municipalities to promote region-wide trail system.

L

3. Allocate budgets and staff resources.
4. Initiate the Equestrian Organization.
5. Implement Marketing and Promotions Plan.
6. Prioritize recommendations for implementation.
7. Confirm priority equestrian trails.
8. Secure priority equestrian trails.
9. Confirm and expand on trail design guidelines.
10. Prepare detailed design I working drawings for trail development on a site-specific basis.
11. Construct priority equestrian trails.
12. Ribbon-cutting ceremony.

120 Summary
Most, if not all, recreational and competitive equine enthusiasts in Ontario are sure to welcome
this first-of its kind equestrian trail initiative. Despite large numbers of non-racing horses in the
province, there are very few organized public places to ride, let alone on a trail system
developed to consistent design standards to attract international recognition.

ESG International
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The Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan proposal offers 3-5 day overnight riding opportunities
which can be extended over time to a larger and more varied system in cooperation with
neighbouring municipalities. It offers a broad range of trail experiences, from an off-road singletrack bridle path through forests, to double-track converted rail-trail across open country. All
forms of recreational equestrian activity are accommodated, including single riders,
opportunities for commercial ecotours, competitive riders, groups of friends or families, and
driving enthusiasts, all in a setting that is primarily intended for equestrian use.
There is little doubt that this system will benefit “horse people” ranging from Fort Erie residents
to international visitors. There is also little doubt that “non-horse people” will benefit as well
through increased visitation to the area, greater economic diversity and greater opportunities for
business and jobs. For example, some project participants are already seriously considering
their properties as potential bed ‘n bales and/or equestrian teaching/riding facilities.
The completion of the Master Plan is not the end of the process, rather, it represents the
beginning of up to ten years of trail building. Upon endorsement of the Master Plan, a rigorous
process of design refinement and construction documentation is required to bring the plan to
fruition. When the design concepts embodied in this Master Plan are fully developed,
constructed, managed and marketed to a high standard, Fort Erie will have fully achieved its
goal, objectives and guiding principles established at the outset of the project.
During the public consultation process, offers of volunteerism were made ranging from laying
out and constructing the trail to offers of private land for trail routes or camping use. We heard
that time is of the essence in building the trail to accelerate the momentum and success created
by the recently completed Friendship Trail. We also heard that to be successful, “it must be
done right!”
Despite this challenge, the Town of Fort Erie ought to be proud of leading the way in creating a
master plan for such a valuable community resource.
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Table 3. Estimated Construction Cost for Central Loop
TRAIL LENGTH: 28km
TRAIL ROUTE: B

-

C D
-

-

E F B; C to Ridgemount Staging Area; F to Stevensviiie Staging Area; E to Town Limits
-

-

TRAIL TYPE: Double-track carriageibridie trail
TRAIL SEGMENTS: 12.75km in road allowance, 2.25km on-road (low voiume), 2.5km within paved road ROW, 8.5km rail traIl, 2km off-mad

ITEM

DESCRIPTION

1.0

On-Road Routes

1.1

On-road signed route

2.0

Road Allowance Routes

2.1
2.3

Clearing and grubbing unopened road
allowance
New granular trail / road surface

3.0

Off-Road Routes

3.1

UNIT

UNIT PRICE

TOTAL PRICE

QUANTITY

COMMENTS AND ASSUMPTIONS

$6,750.00 price for signs on both sides of road, at corners
and every 100 metres

LM

$3.00

2,250

LM

$15.00

12,750

LM

$45.00

12,750

$191,250.00 assumes 4.0w width, assumes that all road
allowances require clearing
$573,750.00 under norwal site conditions: 3.5m wide

Clearing and grubbing for double-track trail

LM

$25.00

13,000

$325,000.00 aasumes 4.0w width

3.2

Rough grading

LM

$15.00

13,000

$195,000.00 includes levelling and packing: 3.5m wide

3.3

New granular trail surface for double-track trail

LM

$45.00

13,000

$585,000.00 under norwal site conditions: 3.5m wide

4.0

CrossIngs

4.2

At-grade mid-block minor road crossing for
road allowance trails

EA

$2,000.00

18

$36,000.00 includes waming signs and minimal restoration
on both sides of road, no barriers to allow
public access to road allowance

4.3

At-grade major road crossing

EA

$15,000.00

1

$15,000.00 includes large transiton areas, bollards/gates,
warning signa, and minimal restoraton on both
sides of road, barriers where required

4.4

New at-grade railway crossing

EA

$64,000.00

2

$128,000.00 flashing lights, motion sensing switch

S.0

Trail Amenities

5.1

Trailhead staging area

LA

$50,000.00

2

$100,000.00 includes granular parking lot with 15-truck and
trailer capacity, washroom, water source,
hitching posts/rail, shelter, mounting ramp
$200,000.00

5.2

Campground

EA

$100,000.00

2

5.3

Trail junction

LA

$5,000.00

5

$25,000.00 includes transition area

5.4

Trail node tie. interpretive)

EA

$10,000.00

5

5.5

Passing Area

LA

$3,000.00

28

5.6

Turnaround Area

LA

$5,000.00

14

$50,000.00 includes rest area, site furnishings, assume 1
per 5 km
$84,000.00 inctudea widened trait area for pulling off to let
others pass, 1 per km
$70,000.00 includes space to pull off and circle a carriage,
1 per 2kw

6.0

Signage

6.1

EA

$100.00

28

6.2

Directional trail markers (off-road and road
allowance trails)
Trailside traffic and hazard signs

LA

$75.00

42

6.3

Roadside traffic signs

EA

$300.00

42

6.4

Trailside regulatory signs

LA

$100.00

49

6.5

Interpretive signs

LA

$800.00

15

6.6

Trailhead kiosk

LA

$5,000.00

6.7

Signboards for traillhead kiosk

LA

$2,000.00

Total

$2,800.00 bollard/post with 100mw x 100mw marker: 1
per km
$3,150.00 2 per road and driveway crossing: 300mw x
300mm c/w metal post
$12,600.00 2 per trail crossing of roadway: per MTO
specifications
$4,900.00 1 per trail access point, 1 per juncfion, and 2
per road crossing; 300mw x 300mm c/w
metal post
$12,000.00 painted wood: 1w x 1.2w, does not include
graphics, assuwe 3 per interpretive node
$10,000.00 metal or wood framed structure with roof:
1.5w x 1.5w: 1 per staging area
$16,000.00 trailhead kiosk way have ito 4 sign boards;
composite wateriat

$2,646,200.00

Note:
1. Trait length is approximate only.

5. Taxes have not been included in this estimate.

2. Land purchase has not been included in this coat estimate.

6. Signage design or graphic displays have not been included in this estimate.

3. Bridges, boardwalks, culverts or other structures may be required in
wet or environmentally sensitive areas. This requires further investigation
on a site-specific basis and has not been included in this estimate.
4. The unit cost includes materials and labour.
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Table 4. Estimated Construction Cost for Equine Centre Link
TRAIL LENGTH: 8.5km
TRAIL ROUTE: B A
-

-

Equine Centre

TRAIL TYPE: Double-track carriageibridie trail
TRAIL SEGMENTS: 2,25km rail traIl, 1.25km In road allowance. 1 km within paved road ROW, 4km off-road

ITEM

OESCRIPTION

2.0

Road Allowance Routes

2.1
2.3

clearing and grabbing unopened road
allowance
New granular trail! road surface

3.0

Off-Road Routes

3.1

UNIT

UNIT PRtCE

TOTAL PRICE

QUANTITY

COMMENTS AND ASSUMPTIONS

LM

$15.00

1,250

$18,750.00 assumes 4.Om width

LM

$45.00

1,250

$56,250.00 under normal site conditions: 3.5m wide

clearing and grubbing for double-track trail

LM

$25.00

5,000

$125,000.00 assumes 4.0m width

3.2

Rough grading

LM

$15.00

5,000

3.3

New granular trail surface for double-track trail

LM

$45.00

7,250

$75,000.00 includes levelling and packing: 3.5m wide
$326,250.00 under normal site conditions: 3.5m wide

4.0

CrossIngs

4.1

At-grade mid-block minor road crossing for offroad trail

LA

$5,000.00

3

4.3

At-grade maior road crossing

EA

$15,000.00

1

4.5

upgrade to esisling railway crossing

LA

$10,000.00

1

$10,000.00 includes transition areas, warning signs,
minimal restoration on both sides of road!lrail

4.6

New railway signals at 06W underpass

EA

$64,000.00

1

$64,000.00 flashing lights, motion sensing switch

5.0

Trail Amenities

5.1

Trailhead staging area

LA

$50,000.00

1

$50,000.00 includes granular parking lot with IS-truck and
trailer capacity, washroom, water source,
hitching posts!rsil, shelter, mounting ramp

5.2

campground

LA

$100,000.00

1

5.3
5.4

Trail junction

EA

$5,000.00

1

Trail node (i.e. interpretive)

LA

$10,000.00

1

$100,000.00 n/s
$5,000.00 includes transition area
$10,000.00 includes rest area, site furnishings, 1 per Skm

5.5

Passing Area

FA

$3,000.00

8

5.6

Tumaround Area

LA

$5,000.00

4

6.0

Slgnage

6.1

LA

$100.00

9

6.2

Directional trail markers (off-road and road
allowance trails)
Trailside traffic and hazard signs

LA

$75.00

8

6.3

Roadside traffic signs

EA

$300.00

8

6.4

Trailside regulatory signs

EA

$100.00

10

6,5

Interpretive signs

LA

$800.00

3

6.6

Trailhead kiosk

LA

$3,000.00

1

6.7

Signboards for trailthead kiosk

EA

$2,000.00

4

500

7.0

BarrIers and Access

7.3

chain-link fencing

LM

$100.00

7.4

Berming and buffer planting

LS

$50,000.00

Total
Note:
1. Trail length is approximate only.

$15,000.00 includes transition areas, bollards!gates,
warning signs, and minimal restoration on both
sides of road
$15,000.00 includes large transition areas, boltards!gales,
warning signs, and minimal restoration on both
sides of road, barbers where required

$24,000.00 includes widened trail area for pulling off to let
others pass, I per km
$20,000.00 includes space to pull off and circle a carriage,
1 per 2km
$900.00 bollard/post with 100mm x 100mm marker: 1
per km
$600.00 2 per road and driveway crossing: 300mm x
300mm c/w metal post
$2,400.00 2 per trail crossing of roadway, per MTO
specifications
$1,000.00 1 per trait access point, 1 per junction, and 2
per road crossing: 300mm x 300mm c/w
metal post
$2,400.00 painted wood: im x 1.2m, does not include
graphics, assume 3 per interpretive node
$3,000.00 metal or wood framed structure with roof:
i.5m 5 1.5m: 1 per staging area
$8,000.00 traithead kiosk may have ito 4 sign boards:
composite material
$50,000.00 8-10’ high fence to prevent horse access
$50,000.00 for QEW underpass

$932,550.00
5. Taxes have not been included in this estimate.

2. Land purchase has not been included in this cost estimate.
6. Signsge design or graphic displays have not been included in this estimate.
3. Bridges, boardwalks, culverts or other structures may be required in
wet or environmentally sensitive areas. This requires further investigation
on a site-specific basis and has not been included in this estimate.
4. The unit cost includes materials and labour.
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Table 5. Estimated Construction Cost for Niagara Falls Link
TRAIL LENGTH: 9km
TRAIL ROUTE: A

-

H

-

Town Limits; H College Road Staging Area
-

TRAIL TYPE: Double-track carriage/bridle trail
TRAIL SEGMENTS: 2km In road allowance, 7km off-road hydro line
2.0

Road Allowance Routes

2.1
2.3

Clearing and grubbing unopened road
allowance
New granular trail / road surface

3.0

Off-Road Routes

LM

$15.00

2,000

$30,000.00 assumes 4.0m width

LM

$45.00

2,000

$90,000.00 under normal site conditions: 3.5m wide
$105,000.00 inctudes levelling and packing: 3.5m wide
$315,000.00 under norrnat site conditions: 3.5m wide

3.2

Rough grading

LM

$15.00

7,000

3.3

New granular trail surface for double-track frail

LM

$45.00

7,000

4.0

CrossIngs
At-grade mid-block minor road cros5ing for offroad trail

BA

$5,000.00

5

$25,000.00 includes transition areas, bollards/gates,
warning signs, and minimal restoration on both
sides of road

TraIl AmenIties
Trailhead staging area

BA

$50,000.00

1

$50,000.00 includes granular parking lot with 15-truck and
trailer capacity, washroom, water source,
hitching posts/rail, shelter, mounting ramp

5.2

Campground

BA

$100,000.00

1

5.3

Trail junction

BA

$5,000.00

1

5.4

Trail node (i.e. interpretive)

BA

$10,000.00

2

5.5

Passing Area

BA

$3,000.00

9

5.6

Tumaround Area

BA

$5,000.00

5

4,1

5.0
5.1

6.0

Signage

6.1

BA

$100.00

9

62

Directional trail markers (off-road and road
allowance trails)
Trailside traffic and hazard signs

BA

$75.00

10

6.3

Roadside traffic signs

BA

$300.00

10

6.4

Trailside regulatory signs

EA

$100.00

12

6.5

Interpretive signs

BA

$800.00

6

6.6

Trailhead kiosk

BA

$3,000.00

6.7

Signboards for traillhead kiosk

EA

$2,000.00

Total
Note:
1. Trait length is approximate only.

$100,000.00 n/a
$5,000.00 inctudes transition area
$20,000.00 inctudes rest area, site furnishings
$27,000.00 inctudes widened trait area for pulling off to let
others pass, 1 per km
$25,000.00 includes space to pull off and circle a carriage,
1 per 2km
$900.00 bollard/post with 100mm x 100mm marker: 1
per km
$750.00 2 per road and driveway crossing: 300mm x
300mm c/w metal post
$3,000.00 2 per frail crossing of roadway: per MTO
specifications
$1,200.00 1 per trait access point, 1 per junction, and 2
per road crossing: 300mm a 300mm c)w
metat post
$4,800.00 painted wood: lm a 1,2m, does not include
graphics, assume 3 per interpretive node
$3,000.00 metat or wood framed structure with roof:
1 .5m a 1 Sm: 1 per staging area
$8,000.00 trailhead kiosk may have ito 4 sign boards:
composite materiat

$813,650.00
5. Taxes have not been included in this estimate.

2. Land purchase has not been included in this coat estimate.
6. Signage design or graphic displays have not been included in this estimate.
3. Bridges, boardwalks, cutverts or other structures may be required in
wet or environmentally sensitive areas. Thts requires further investigation
on a site-specific basis and has not been included in this eshmate.
4. The unit cost includes materials and labour.
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Table 6. Estimated Construction Cost for Ridgeway Link
TRAIL LENGTH: 5km
TRAIL ROUTE: D -0- Rldgeway Staging Area
TRAIL TYPE: Double-track carriage/bridle trail
TRAIL SEGMENTS: 1km off-road. 0.5km on-road (low volume), 2,75km mad allowance, 0.75km raIl trail

ITEM

DESCRIPTION

1.0

On-Road Routes

1.1

On-road signed route

2.0

Road Allowance Routes

2.1
2.3

clearing and grubbing unopened road
allowance
New granular trail / road surface

3.0

Off-Road Routes

3.1

UNIT

UNIT PRICE

TOTAL PRICE

QUANTITY

COMMENTS AND ASSUMPTION

$1,500.00 price for signs on both sides of road, at comers
and every 100 metres

LM

$3.00

500

LM

$15.00

2,750

LM

$45.00

2,750

clearing and grubbing for double-track trail

LM

$25.00

1,000

$25,000.00 assumes 4.0m width

3.2

Rough grading

LM

$15.00

1,750

3.3

New granular trail surface for double-track trail

LM

$45.00

1,750

$26,250.00 includes levelling and packing: 3.5m wide
$78,750.00 under normal site conditions: 3.5m wide

$41,250.00 assumes 4.Om width
$123,750.00 under normal site conditions: 3.5m wide

4.0

Crossings

4.2

At-grade minor road crossing at road
allowance or intersection

EA

$2,000.00

2

$4,000.00 includes waming signs and minimal restoration
on both sides of road, no barriers to allow
public access to road allowance

4.3

At-grade major road crossing

EA

$15,000.00

1

$15,000.00 indudes large transition areas, bollards/gates,
warning signs, and minimal restoration on both
sides of road, barriers where required

4.7

EA

$100,000.00

1

5.0

Equestrian-activated traffic signal at maior
road crossing
TraIl Amen/lies

5.1

Trailhead staging area

LA

$50,000.00

1

5.2

campground

LA

$100,000.00

2

5.3

Trail junction

EA

$5,000.00

1

5.4

Trail node (i.e. interpretive)

EA

$10,000.00

1

5.5

Passing Area

EA

$3,000.00

5

5.6

Tumaround Area

EA

$5,000.00

3

6.0

Slgnage

6.1

EA

$100.00

5

6.2

Directional trail markers (off-road and road
allowance trails)
Trailside traffic and hazard signs

EA

$75.00

6

6.3

Roadside traffic signs

EA

$300.00

6

6.4

Trailside regulatory signs

EA

$100.00

8

6.5

Interpretive signs

EA

$800.00

3

6.6

Trailhead kiosk

EA

$3,000.00

6.7

Signboards for trailihead kiosk

LA

$2,000.00

Total
Note:
1. Trail length is approximate only.

4

$100,000.00 varies depending on the number of signal
heads required
$50,000.00 includes granular parking lot with 1 5-truck and
trailer capacity, washroom, water source,
hitching posts/rail, shelter, mounting ramp
$200,000.00 n/a
$5,000.00 includes transition area
$10,000.00 includes rest area, site fumishings
$15,000.00 includes widened frail area for pulling off to let
othem pass, 1 per km
$15,000.00 includes space to pull off and circle a carriage,
1 per 2km
$500.00 bollard/post with 100mm x 100mm marker: 1
per km
$450.00 2 par road and driveway crossing: 300mm x
300mm c/w metal post
$1,800.00 2 per trail crossing of roadway; per MTO
specifications
$800.00 I per trail access point, 1 per junction, and 2
per road crossing; 300mm x 300mm c/w
metal post
$2,400.00 painted wood; lmx 1.2m, does not include
graphics, assume 3 per interpretive node
$3,000.00 metal or wood framed structure with roof,
1 .5m x 1 .5m; 1 per staging area
$8,000.00 trailhead kiosk may have I to 4 sign boards;
composite material

$727,450.00
-

2. Land purchase has not been induded in this cost estimate.

5. Taxes have not been included in this estimate.
6. Signage design or graphic displays have not been included in this estimate.

3. Bridges, boardwalks, culverts or other structures may be required in
wet or environmentally sensitive areas. This requires further investigation
on a site-specific basis and has not been included in this estimate.
4. The unit coat indudes materials and labour.
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Table 7. Estimated Construction Cost for Port Colborne Link
TRAIL LENGTH: 2.5km
TRAIL ROUTE: G

-

Town limits

TRAIL TYPE: Double-track carriageibridie trail
TRAIL SEGMENTS: 1.5km road allowance, 0.75km rail trail, 0.25km on-road (low volume)

ITEM

DESCRIPTION

1.0

On-Road Routes

1.1

On-road signed route

2.0

Road Allowance Routes

2.1
2.3

Clearing and grubbing unopened road
allowance
New granular trail! road surface

3.0

Off-Road Routes

3.1

clearing and grubbing for double-track trait

3.2
3.3

UNIT

UNIT PRICE

TOTAL PRICE

QUANTITY

COMMENTS AND ASSUMPTIONS

$750.00 price for signs on both sides of road, at corners
and every 100 metres

LM

$3.00

250

LM

$15.00

1,500

$22,500.00 assumes 4.Om width

LM

$45.00

1,500

$67,500.00 under normal site conditions; 3.5m wide

LM

$25.00

750

$18,750.00 assumes 4.Om width

Rough grading

LM

$15.00

750

New granular trail surface for double-track trail

LM

$45.00

750

$11,2s0.00 includes levelling and packing; 3.Sm wide
$33,750.00 under normal site conditions; 3.5m wide

4.0

CrossIngs

4.1

At-grade mid-block minor road crossing for offroad frail

BA

$5,000.00

1

4.2

At-grade minor road crossing at road
allowance or intersection

EA

$2,000.00

2

$5,000.00 includes transition areas, bollards!gates,
warning signs, and minimal restoration on both
sides of road
$4,000.00 indudes warning signs and minimal restoration
on both sides of road, no barriers to allow
public access to road allowance

5.0

Trail Amenities

5,5

Passing Area

BA

$3,000.00

3

sg,00o.oo includes widened trail area for pulling off to let

5.6

Tumaround Area

EA

$5,000.00

2

others pass, 1 par km
$10,000.00 includea space to pull off and circle a carriage,
1 per 2km

6.0

Signage

6.1

BA

$100.00

3

6.2

Direclional trail markers (off-road and road
allowance trails)
Trailside traffic and hazard signs

EA

$75.00

6

6.3

Roadside traffic signs

BA

$300.00

6

6.4

Trailside regulatory signs

BA

$100.00

6

Total
Note:
1. Trail length is approsimate only.

$300.00 bollard!post with 100mm s 100mm marker: 1
per km
$450.00 2 per road and driveway crossing: 300mm x
300mm c!w metal post
$1,800.00 2 per trail croasing of roadway: per MTO
specifications
$600.00 1 per trail access point, I per junction, and 2
per road crossing; 300mm x 300mm c!w
metal post

$185,650.00
5. Tases have not been included in this estimate.

2. Land purchase has not been included in this cost estimate.
6. Signage design or graphic displays have not bean included in this estimate.
3. Bridges, boardwalks, culverts or other structures may be required in
wet or environmentally sensitive areas. This requires further investigation
on a site-specific basis and has not been included in this estimate.
4. The unit cost includes materials and labour.

ESG Intemational
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TABLE 8

ECONOMIC IMPACTS DUE TO CONSTRUCTION OF
CENTRAL LOOP EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Estimated
Construction
1
Budget
Annual
Total
Source:

$882,067
$2,646,200
1
2

2

Municipal
Taxes

$30,900
$92,700

Provincial
Taxes

$83,600
$250,800

Federal
Taxes

Total
Economic
Impact

$119,200
$357,600

$1,759,700
$5,279,100

ESG International, assumes capital construction costs will be spread over three-year period.
Income multiplier 1.73, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

Annual
Total Person
Years of
Employment
Source:

Direct,
Indirect &
Induced
2
Income
$1,526,000
$4,578,000

Estimated
Construction
1
Budget
$882,067

Direct Jobs
Created

$2,646,200

Indirect Jobs
Created

11.6

7.9

Total Direct and
Indirect Jobs
Created
19.5

34.8

23.7

58.5

ESG International, assumes cost of materials at 35% and cost of labour at 65%.
Employment multiplier 1.68, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

TABLE 9
PROJECTED NUMBER OF ANNUAL USER DAYS ON PROPOSED CENTRAL LOOP
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Local
Residents
1
19,900
20,400
21,000
25,000
26,500
27,000
27,700
28,200
28,800
29,400

Tourist
Day-use’
Overnight’
30,200
13,000
31,100
13,200
32,100
13,400
38,600
16,200
39,800
16,600
40,700
16,900
41,800
17,200
42,900
17,500
44,000
17,900
45,100
18,200

Source: Ontario Municipal Directory 2002, Statistics Canada, TOURISTICS interviews
2
Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Recreation, TOURISTICS interviews

ESG International

Total User Days
63,100
64,700
66,500
79,800
82,900
84,600
86,700
88,600
90,700
92,700
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TABLE 10
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO DIRECT EXPENDITURES RESULTING FROM
OPERATION OF PROPOSED CENTRAL LOOP EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year

Local
Resident
1

I
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
1
2

$428,400
$439,200
$452,100
$538,300
$570,500
$581,300
$596,400
$607,100
$620,100
$633,000

Tourist
Day-uses
3
Overnight
$2,370,400
$2,441,000
$2,519,500
$3,029,700
$3,123,900
$3,194,500
$3,280,900
$3,367,200
$3,453,600
$3,539,900

$2,570,600
$2,610,200
$2,649,700
$3,203,400
$3,282,500
$3,341,800
$3,401,100
$3,460,500
$3,539,500
$3,598,900

Total Direct
Expenditure
$5,369,400
$5,490,400
$5,621,300
$6,771,400
$6,976,900
$7,117,600
$7,278,400
$7,434,800
$7,613,200
$7,771,800

Expenditures
from Outside
of Province
4
$2,223,500
$2,273,000
$2,326,100
$2,804,900
$2,882,900
$2,941,300
$3,006,900
$3,072,500
$3,146,900
$3,212,500

Based on $21.53 per person
Based on $78.49 per person
Based on $197.74 per person

Note: By comparison the average same day per person visitor expenditure and overnight per person
expenditure in Festival Country Travel Association Area for all tourist visitors is $28.23 and $127.19
respectively.
Note: Represents new money” in area since this portion of expenditures are made by visitors from outside of
Ontario.
‘

Source: Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food; Ontario Equestrian Federation; U.S. National Park Service;
Colorado State University, Department of Animal Sciences; Equestrian Land Conservation Resource;
and TOURISTICS, 2002

TABLE 11
ANNUAL DIRECT TAXES GENERATED DUE TO OPERATION OF
PROPOSED CENTRAL LOOP EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year
I
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Municipal Taxes
$188,400
$192,600
$197,200
$237,600
$244,800
$249,700
$255,400
$260,800
$267,100
$272,700

Provincial Taxes
$509,100
$520,600
$533,000
$642,100
$661,600
$674,900
$690,200
$705,000
$721,900
$736,900

Federal Taxes
$725,400
$741,700
$759,400
$914,800
$942,500
$961,500
$983,200
$1,004,400
$1,028,500
$1,049,900

Total Taxes
$1,422,900
$1,454,900
$1,489,600
$1,794,500
$‘,848,900
$ ,886,100
$1,928,800
$1,970,200
$2,017,500
$2,059,500

Source: Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional Economic Impact Model

ESG International
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TABLE 12
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO OPERATION OF PROPOSED
CENTRAL LOOP EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
(Direct, Indirect and Induced Expenditures)
Year

I
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Total Direct
Expenditure

Indirect and Induced
Expenditure

$5,369,400
$5,490,400
$5,621,300
$6,771,400
$6,976,900
$7,117,600
$7,278,400
$7,434,800
$7,613,200
$7,771,800

$7,463,500
$7,631,700
$7,813,600
$9,412,200
$9,697,900
$9,893,500
$10,117,000
$10,334,400
$10,582,300
$10,802,800

Total Direct, Indirect
and Induced
Expenditure
$12,832,900
$13,122,100
$13,434,900
$16,183,600
$16,674,800
$17,011,100
$17,395,400
$17,769,200
$18,195,500
$18,574,600

Source: Income multiplier 2.39, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

TABLE 13
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO OPERATION OF PROPOSED
CENTRAL LOOP EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
(Number of Jobs Created Through Increased Expenditures)
Year

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Number of Direct Jobs
Created
70.9
72.5
74.2
89.4
92.1
94.0
96.1
98.1
100.5
102.6

Number of Indirect
Jobs
50.3
51.5
52.7
63.5
65.4
66.7
68.2
69.7
71.4
72.8

Total Number of Jobs
Created
121.2
124.0
126.9
152.9
157.5
160.7
164.3
167.8
171.9
175.4

Source: Employment multiplier 1.71, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

ESG International
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TABLE 14
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF
PROPOSED CENTRAL LOOP EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year

Impact from
Construction
1
$1,526,000
$1,526,000
$1,526,000

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
For an investment over 3 years of $2,646,200

Impact from
Total Impact
2
Operation
$12,832,900
$14,358,900
$13,122,100
$14,648,100
$13,434,900
$14,960,900
$16,183,600
$ 16,183,600
$16,674,800
$ 16,674,800
$17,011,100
$17,011,100
$17,395,400
$ 17,395,400
$17,769,200
$ 17,769,200
$18,195,500
$ 18,195,500
$18,574,600
$ 18,574,600
Return over 10 years is $165,772,100

Source: 1 TABLE 8
2
TABLE 12

ESG International
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TABLE 15

ECONOMIC IMPACTS DUE TO CONSTRUCTION OF PROPOSED
RIDGEWAYIPORT COLBORNE LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Estimated
Construction
1
Budget
Annual
Total

$304,367
$913,100

Direct,
Indirect &
Induced
2
Income
$526,500
$1,579,500

Municipal
Taxes

Provincial
Taxes

$10,700
$32,100

$28,900
$86,700

Federal
Taxes

Total
Economic
Impact

$41,100
$123,300

$607,200
$1,821,600

Source: 1 ESG International, assumes capital construction costs will be spread over three-year period.
2
Income multiplier 1.73, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

Estimated
Construction
1
Budget
$304,367

Annual
Total Person
Years of
Employment
Source:

2

$913,100

Direct Jobs
Created

Indirect Jobs
Created

4.0

2.7

Total Direct and
Indirect Jobs
Created
6.7

12.0

8.1

20.1

ESG International, assumes cost of materials at 35% and cost of labour at 65%.
Employment multiplier 1.68, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

TABLE 16
PROJECTED NUMBER OF ANNUAL USER DAYS ON PROPOSED
RIDGEWAYIPORT COLBORNE LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

1
Residents
11,500
11,800
12,000
14,600
14,900
15,100
15,400
15,600
16,000
16,200

Tourist
Day-use’
Overnight’
12,600
5,400
13,000
5,500
13,300
5,600
16,300
6,800
16,700
7,000
17,200
7,200
17,500
7,300
17,900
7,400
18,200
7,700
18,700
7,900

Total User Days
29,500
30,300
30,900
37,700
38,600
39,500
40,200
40,900
41,900
42,800

Source: 1 Ontario Municipal Directory 2002, Statistics Canada, TOURISTICS interviews
2
Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Recreation, TOURISTICS interviews

ESG International
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TABLE 17
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO DIRECT EXPENDITURES RESULTING FROM
OPERATION OF PROPOSED RIDGEWAYIPORT COLBORNE LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year

I
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Local
Resident
1
$247,600
$254, 100
$258,400
$314,300
$320,800
$325,100
$331,600
$335,900
$344,500
$348,800

Tourist
Day-use’
Overnights
$989,000
$1,020,400
$1,043,900
$1,279,400
$1,310,800
$1,350,000
$1,373,600
$1,405,000
$1,428,500
$1,467,800

$1,067,800
$1,087,600
$1,107,300
$1,344,600
$1,384,200
$1,423,700
$1,443,500
$1,463,300
$1,522,600
$1,562,100

Total Direct
Expenditure
$2,304,400
$2,362,100
$2,409,600
$2,938,300
$3,015,800
$3,098,800
$3,148,700
$3,204,200
$3,295,600
$3,378,700

Expenditures
from Outside
of Province
4
$925,600
$948,600
$968,000
$1,180,800
$1,212,800
$1,248,200
$1,267,700
$1,290,700
$1,328,000
$1,363,500

Note: 1 Based on $21.53 per person
2
Based on $78.49 per person
Based on $197.74 per person
Note: By comparison the average same day per person visitor expenditure and overnight per person
expenditure in Festival Country Travel Association Area for all tourist visitors is $28.23 and $127.19
respectively.
Note: Represents new money” in area since this portion of expenditures are made by visitors from outside of
Ontario.
‘

Source: Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food; Ontario Equestrian Federation; U.S. National Park Service;
Colorado State University, Department of Animal Sciences; Equestrian Land Conservation Resource;
and TOURISTICS, 2002

TABLE 18
ANNUAL DIRECT TAXES GENERATED DUE TO OPERATION OF PROPOSED
RIDGEWAYIPORT COLBORNE LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Municipal Taxes
$80,800
$82,900
$84,500
$103,100
$105,800
$108,700
$110,500
$112,400
$115,600
$118,500

Provincial Taxes
$218,500
$224,000
$228,500
$278,600
$286,000
$293,800
$298,600
$303,800
$312,500
$320,400

Federal Taxes
$311,300
$319,100
$325,500
$396,900
$407,400
$418,600
$425,400
$432,900
$445,200
$456,400

Total Taxes
$610,600
$626,000
$638,500
$778,600
$799,200
$821,100
$834,500
$849,100
$873,300
$895,300

Source: Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional Economic Impact Model

ESG International
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TABLE 19
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO OPERATION OF PROPOSED
RIDGEWAYIPORT COLBORNE LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
(Direct, Indirect and Induced Expenditures)
Year

Total Direct
Expenditure

Indirect and Induced
Expenditure

$2,304,400
$2,362,100
$2409600
$2,938,300
$3,015,800
$3,098,800
$3,148,700
$3,204,200
$3,295,600
$3,378,700

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

$3,203,100
$3,283,300
$3,349,300
$4,084,200
$4,192,000
$4,307,300
$4,376,700
$4,453,800
$4,580,900
$4,696,400

Total Direct, Indirect
and Induced
Expenditure
$5,507,500
$5,645,400
$5,758,900
$7,022,500
$7,207,800
$7,406.1 00
$7,525,400
$7,658,000
$7,876,500
$8,075,100

Source: Income multiplier 2.39, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

TABLE 20
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO OPERATION OF PROPOSED
RIDGEWAYIPORT COLBORNE LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
(Number of Jobs Created Through Increased Expenditures)
Year
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Number of Direct Jobs
Created
30.4
31.2
31.8
38.8
39.8
40.9
41.6
42.3
43.5
44.6

Number of Indirect
Jobs
21.6
22.2
22.6
27.5
28.3
29.0
29.5
30.0
30.9
31.7

Total Number of Jobs
Created
52.0
53.4
54.4
66.3
68.1
69.9
71.1
72.3
74.4
76.3

Source: Employment multiplier 1.71, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

ESG International
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TABLE 21

ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF
PROPOSED RIDGEWAYIPORT COLBORNE LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year

Impact from
Construction
1
$526,500
$526,500
$526,500

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
For an investment over 3 years of $913,100

Impact from
Total Impact
2
Operation
$5,507,500
$6,034,000
$6,171,900
$5,645,400
$5,758,900
$6,285,400
$7,022,500
$7,022,500
$7,207,800
$7,207,800
$7,406,100
$7,406,100
$7,525,400
$7,525,400
$7,658,000
$7,658,000
$7,876,500
$7,876,500
$8,075,100
$8,075,100
Return over 10 years is $71,262,700

Source: 1 TABLE 15
2
TABLE 19

ESG International
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TABLE 22

ECONOMIC IMPACTS DUE TO CONSTRUCTION OF PROPOSED
EQUINE CENTREINIAGARA FALLS LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Estimated
Construction
1
Budget
Annual
Total

$582,067
$1,746,200

Direct,
Indirect &
Induced
2
Income
$1,007,000
$3,021,000

Municipal
Taxes

Provincial
Taxes

$20,400
$61,200

$55,200
$165,600

Federal
Taxes

Total
Economic
Impact

$78,600
$235,800

$1,161,200
$3,483,600

Source: 1 ESG International, assumes capital construction costs will be spread over three-year period.
2
Income multiplier 1.73, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

Annual
Total Person
Years of
Employment
Source:

1
2

Estimated
Construction
1
Budget
$582,067
$1,746,200

Direct Jobs
Created
7.7

5.2

Total Direct and
Indirect Jobs
Created
12.9

23.1

15.6

38.7

Indirect Jobs
Created

ESG International, assumes cost of materials at 35% and cost of labour at 65%.
Employment multiplier 1.68, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

TABLE 23
PROJECTED NUMBER OF ANNUAL USER DAYS ON PROPOSED EQUINE
CENTREINIAGARA FALLS LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Local
Residents
1
17,100
17,500
18,000
22,400
22,900
23,200
23,400
23,800
24,100
24,400

Tourist
Day-uses
Ovemight
25,800
11,700
26,600
11,900
27,400
12,100
34,400
15,100
35,300
15,300
36,300
15,700
37,300
15,900
38,200
16,200
39,200
16,800
40,200
17,000

Total User Days
54,600
56,000
57,500
71,900
73,500
75,200
76,600
78,200
80,100
81,600

Source: Ontario Municipal Directory 2002, Statistics Canada, TOURISTICS interviews
2
Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Recreation, TOURISTICS interviews

ESG International
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TABLE 26

ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO OPERATION OF PROPOSED
EQUINE CENTREINIAGARA FALLS LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
(Direct, Indirect and Induced Expenditures)
Year

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Total Direct
Expenditure

Indirect and Induced
Expenditure

$4,706,800
$4,817,700
$4,930,800
$6,168,300
$6,289,100
$6,453,200
$6,575,600
$6,714,100
$6,917,700
$7,042,200

$6,542,500
$6,696,600
$6,853,800
$8,573,900
$8,741,800
$8,969,900
$9,140,100
$9,332,600
$9,615,600
$9,788,700

Total Direct, Indirect
and Induced
Expenditure
$11,249,300
$11,514,300
$11,784,600
$14,742,200
$15,030,900
$15,423,100
$15,715,700
$16,046,700
$16,533,300
$16,830,900

Source: Income multiplier 2.39, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

TABLE 27
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO OPERATION OF PROPOSED
EQUINE CENTREINIAGARA FALLS LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
(Number of Jobs Created Through Increased Expenditures)
Year
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Number of Direct Jobs
Created
62.1
63.6
65.1
81.4
83.0
85.2
86.8
88.6
91.3
93.0

Number of Indirect
Jobs
44.1
45.2
46.2
57.8
58.9
60.5
61.6
62.9
64.8
66.0

Total Number of Jobs
Created
106.2
108.8
111.3
139.2
141.9
145.7
148.4
151.5
156.1
159.0

Source: Employment multiplier 1.71, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, Tourism Regional
Economic Impact Model

ESG International
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TABLE 28

ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT DUE TO CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF
PROPOSED EQUINE CENTRE!NIAGARA FALLS LINK EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Year

Impact from
Construction
1
$1,007,000
$1,007,000
$1,007,000

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
For an investment over 3 years of $1,746,200

Total Impact
Impact from
2
Operation
$11,249,300
$12,256,300
$11,514,300
$12,521,300
$11,784,600
$12,791,600
$14,742,200
$14,742,200
$15,030,900
$15,030,900
$15,423,100
$15,423,100
$15,715,700
$15,715,700
$16,046,700
$16,046,700
$16,533,300
$16,533,300
$16,830,900
$16,830,900
Return over 10 years is $147,892,000

Source: 1 TABLE 22
226

ESG International
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Appendix C: Public Consultation Documentation

Public Meeting #1: Resources Workshop
•

Agenda

•

Comment Sheet

•

Powerpoint Presentation

Public Meeting #2: Trail Routing Workshop
•

Agenda

•

Comment Sheet

•

Powerpoint Presentation

•

Public Comments, Emails and Letters

ESG International

August 2002

March 5, 2002

May 1, 2002
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FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
MASTER PLAN
PUBLIC
INFORMATION MEETING
Tuesday March 5, 2002
Stevensville Memorial Community Hall
6:00 p.m.

AGENDA
INTRODUCTION
BACKGROUND
GOALS, OBJECTIVE & GUIDING PRINCIPLES
INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
DISCUSSION PERIOD

Please sign in, so we may keep you in formed of upcoming events
and public meetings.

Fort Erie Equestrian Trail
Public Meeting #1: Resources Workshop

Cornnierit Sheet:
Date:
Time:
Location:

Z2i,i
1.

••

March 5, 2002
6:00 p.m.
Stevensville Community Memorial Hall

z::z:r:

Do you agree with the Goal, Objectives and Guiding Principles of this Project?
Generally Do Not Agree
Generally Agree

El
II
t:i
U
•11
U

If you do not agree, please identify revisions that you would suggest.

C
U
I
2.

Are there any existing features, conditions, opportunities, barriers, or points of interest that
have not been discussed or identified on the drawings? If so, please describe. Please
provide location sketches where appropriate, or draw on wall display maps before leaving.
(if you have additional information about these features, please attach)

Li
Li
Li
U
U
I
I
U

3.

Are there additional Objectives or Guiding Principles that should be considered?

4.

Do you know of any potential equestrian trail routes that should be considered? Are there
key destination points that you would be interested in connecting? If so, please identify I
describe them below and illustrate with a sketch on the wall displays provided.

5.

Do you have additional design ideas, suggestions or comments that should be
incorporated as part of the Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan? If so, please provide
details (and sketches on reverse where appropriate) If necessary, please attach a
separate piece of paper.

If you would like to be on the mailing list for this project, please provide the details below.
Name:
Address
City I Town I P0 #
Postal Code
For further information, please contact:
Ms. Signe Edgecombe, Waterfront and Special
Projects Coordinator
Town of Fort Erie
Municipal Centre
I Municipal Centre Drive
Fort Erie, Ontario, L2A 2S6
905871 1600 (Voice)
905871 6411 (Fax)

Email: sedqecombe(äforterie.on.ca

Mr. Ken Buck, Principal Landscape Architect
ESG International
361 Southgate Drive, Guelph, Ontario,
NIG 3M5
519 836 6050 (Voice)
519 836 2493 (Fax)
Email: kbuckesq.net

U
U
U
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

Fort Erie Equestrian Trail
Master Plan
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Resources Workshop
March 5, 200Z
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FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN WAIL

ESG International

Introduction
Background
Work Plan
Goals, Objectives and
Guiding Principles
• Inventory and Analysis
Discussion Period

OVERVIEW

I

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

U
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U
U
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PHASE 2: DEVELOPING THE
FRAMEWORK
• Develop trail master plan concept
• Develop preliminary trail
standardsiguidelines
• Develop preliminary cost estimates
• Develop preliminary implementation
and management strategies
• Public Meeting $2: Master Plan
Concept Workshop (May 1,2002)

PHASE 1: BUILDING THE
FOUNDATION
• Contact key stakeholders
Conduct field investigations
• Confirm issuesIprinciples
• Identify partnerslpotenhial routes
• Prepare inventory and gap analysis
• Public Meeting #1: Resources
Workshop (March 5, 2002)

WORK PLAN

[1
U
11
11
U

•
•
•
•

ESG International:
Ken Buck
• Paula Neice
• Karen Bannister

INTRODUCTIONS

iii
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WORK PLAN
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

PHASE 3: PREPARING THE MASTER
PLAN
• Finalize master plan
Finalize cost estimates
• Finalize implenirnlation and
management strategies
• Prepare ecoasunic impacts
• Public Meetingl3: Presentation of
Final Master Piset Ii, Council (mid
June)
• Prepare final master plan design brief

WORK PLAN

-

•

-

The goal of the Equestrian Trail Master Plan is
to create and establish a local equestrian trail
network in the Town of Fort Erie as a major
equestrian destination for international
tourists and local residents, embracing
neighbouring municipalities as part of a larger
trails network.

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

To recommend trail linkages within the Town of Fort
Erie and connections to a larger equestrian system.
To identify potential nodal points within and beyond
the study area such as the proposed Equine Centre
andlor the Fort ErielPort Colbome canal property.
To define and establish design criteria, standards, and
operational and maintenance guidelines for an
equestrian trail system of international stature.
To identify and address the needs of all intended trail
users.
To promote opportunities for tourism and ecotourism
development in the Town of Fort Erie.

OBJECTIVES

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Design Critena and Sianiheds
Provide ecolegically-sensitive trail design and
management strategies.
•
Provide a long dltance system of trails for 3-5 day king
rides.
• Provide continuous hag loops and links of varying
lengths.
• Provide a range oltrad experiences.

•
•

•
•
•

Provide a h4i quality equestrian trail experience.
Provide access be equestrian support facilities.
Promote a Iiiqlsatamld of trail design.
Minimize the nwstwr of rued, railway, and trail crossings.
Reflect intrinsic landscape character based on heritage
themes such ecnwal landscape, cultural heritage, etc.
Consider salty males for equestrians, hones, other trail
wets, and motceists.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

ESG International

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

GOAL

•
-

-

•

•

To recommend phased trail implementation with the
first phase opening in 2003.
To promote economically, environmentally and
socially sustainable trail design, construction and use.
To promote education fur all trail users and motorists
about equestrians and horses.
To recommend and provide direction fot- trail
implementation and management.
To identify funding, fundraising, and sponsorship
opportunities.
To recommend an operational and management
strategy to be implemented and administered by the
Town of Fort Erie.
To assess the potential for viable linkages with the
proposed Equine Centre.

OBJECTIVES

•

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAiL

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Minanize conllictsknntact with vehicular and pedestrian

fralfic.
-

•

•
•
•
•
-

•

Have regard for adjacent lands such as environmentally.
sensitive lands, agricultural lands and residential areas.
Enhance, develop and create wayfindlng opportunities
wherever possible consistent with Fort Erie signage study.
Consider security and sufety of horses and equestrian
equipment at staging areas and destination points.
Provide lot year-round me.
Consider the possibility of user pay trail pennits.
Provide unified character thioughout equestrian trail
Provide opportsusilies to interpret a range of scenery.
Provide opportunities for trail use by children, the

disabled, and those who do not own horses.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

uflngnd
Consider the developniee* of on-road trails where safeLy and
conflict issues care be resolved.
Develop nfl-road trails (i.e. not en rued allowarces) en public
lands wherever possible.
Develop equestrian lrails on Iwivala lands where Important
trail connections are required and wheeu sustainable
agreements (Uwough leas easements, incenbves, land
trades, etc.) with landowners emi land manages can be
established for long turn route sactarement.
Provide continuous trail loops and links wherever possible.
Provide connections to neighbosaing municipalities and
•
existing trail systems.
Provide trail connections to the proposed Equine Centre;
•
equestrian bannlslablesltrahsing facilitiesihed and bales and
other accommodatioas townS seonces and points of lnleresio”.,,
emergency equestrian seevices (veterinarian,
“
lamer); neighbouring nuicipalities and. misting trail

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Respect existing traits and trail uses such as the Friendship Trail
and the Niagara River Recreation trail.
• Locate the equestrian trail adjacent to. hut separate from, the
Phase 3 Friendship Trait within the ROW owned by the Town of
Fort Erie.
• Consider, and where possible, incorporate uppoetiasilies far
•

equestrian trails in or

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

•

o

•

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

• Highlight area tourist deliriations as a part eL or distinct
front the equestrian tsaR spalni.
• Attract visitors aid equestrian enthusiasts from Niagara.
Canada, the U.S and otI coeaiutnes.
• Provide yea round trait access.
• Consider equestrian trait as an integral consyoslant of the
proposed Fort Erie Equine facility.
• Build on the reconunendations of the Fort Erie tourism and
Leisure Master Plan, Rethinking Niagara, Fort Erie Gateway
Master Plan, and other local trails and tourism initiatives.
Prontote overnight visits iv. Fort Erie.
o
• Promote Fort Erie as a leading international equestrianfriendly centre.
• Promote investment uppoetsasities for Use equestrian
industry.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

ESG International

EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

identify potential trail-side amenities for equestrian use
such at
paddocics, standing stalls
grazing facIlities. teesting stations, fresh water

The trail system will be designed principally for equestrian
use but will include cycling. hiking aid skiing in permitted
uses. Motorized uses wiU he excluded with the exception
of locations where right-of-ways for public access exist.
Provide a hierarchy of trail types to respond to a range of
equestrian trail uses and users including:
recreational hacks
• family riders
touring public (Individuals and commercial tour groups)
competitive eventing and training
competitive endurance riding and endurance training
• equestrian leaure and mmpetilive drielng
Accommodate trail riders with shills and abilities ranging
from beginner to expert.

near urban areas.

staging areas
tow elude and trailer parking
tuck.up area,
hitchIng pastslrailtiplckvt lines
shelter for horses and riders
manure disposal
washroom and pIcnic facilitIes
barrier free accins lamps
mounting blacks
sanlpsitm
Identify wayfinding aids for trail users.
Identify interpretive aids for trail users.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Identify potential partnerships, collaborations andior
duategic alliances wilts adjacent municipalities,
corporations, agencies public and private landowners, and
other tnll interests to takelxhare the responsittility of trail
initimnintedon and management
o Forge relaliomhips with other trail organizations and
equestrian groups f..e. Horsemens Benevolent Protection
Association. Ontario Trails Council, Trans Canada Trail,
The Friendship Trail Advisory Committee, Ontario Trail
Riders Association, Upper Canada Equestrian Association)
for promotion, awareness and education.
• Encourage partnership opportunities end coninuemications
wherever possible (i.e. corporate, government, general
public, other potential trail users).
• Encourage an on-going partnership with Nordic Gaining
Corp
• Build on the tradition of horsemanship in Fort Erie.

o

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

ExistiIllJlraiIs

• Niagara River Recreation Trail
• Friendship Trail

INVENTORY & ANAL YSIS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN JRRIL

EthnaflunPoints

• tack shops
• Feed mills
- equine veterinarians

• museums

-

•
•

•
•

aboriginal traits (Ridge Road
and Sherkston-Michener Road)
historic settlements (i.e. Uttle
Africa)
local communities (i.e.
Stevensville, Ridgeway)
beaches
future Stevensville Zoo
Fort Erie Race Track

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

EquestriNlifles

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRMN TRAIL

clay roads I unopened road
allowances
- low volume road
- hydro corridor
- abandoned railway ROW
• Friendship Trail Phase 3

I.CAN.T.E.R.
- Fort Erie Horse Training
Centre
• horse fanns
-

ESG International

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

RnfflQp

• future Equine Centre

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Equestriineryices

• Historic Fort Erie
-

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

EQUESTRLAI%I TR4IL

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
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Typical low volume road

Typical clay road

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

-

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRMN TRAIL
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• Typical abandoned rail line

Typical hydro corridor

U
I
INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

• Typical Friendship Trail-Phase 3

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

I
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Barriers
high volume roads

• active rail lines
• golf courses and other private
land where agreements for trail
access are not granted
• existing Friendship Trail
• existing River Recreation Trail

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

ESG International

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

iNVENTORY & ANALYSIS

I
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FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
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• Typical active rail line

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN liMIt

Typical Friendship Trail-existing

Typical golf course

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

• Background
• Work Plan
• Goals, Objectives and Guiding
Principles
• Inventory and Analysis
Break
•
• Discussion Period

SUMMARY

ESG International

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
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PUBLIC MEETING #1: RESOURCES WORKSHOP
March 5, 2002

COMMENTS FROM DISCUSSION PERIOD:
•

Quarterama cancelled this year due to no entries. Costs are prohibitive. Potential to bring the show back
with the new Equine Centre.

•

Trail to start in Fort Erie? How far will it go? Study area is Fort Erie but the Master Plan will consider
connections to neighbouring municipalities.

•

Proposed camping areas? We have no preconceptions. We would like input on this and other trail
amenities.

•

Distances vary. Some trips are I hr, some are 5 hrs. Distance for 5 hours=20 miles for experienced trail
rider. 2-6 miles for beginners.

•

Improper use of road allowances: will the Town change by-laws to prevent the improper use of road
allowances i.e. snowmobiles, litter, etc.? Unlawful activity in rights-of-way can be minimized with effective
by-laws and enforcement and commitment among trail users. OTRA is currently working on pamphlet
regarding appropriate trail use. Education is an effective tool

•

Equestrians must be responsible, too. Know your horse. Trail users should be aware of who to give
right-of-way to.

•

Region of Niagara has set of rules of conduct for the East Side Welland Canal Trail.

•

Not just horses get spooked. Riders should be confident enough to control the horse. There should be
some level of competency.

•

Parkway trail from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Fort Erie: can this be included? No. Horses are banned from
this trail. Landowner agreement determines the permitted uses on a trail. General rule: Bruce Trail is a
footpath unless other agreement in place. Portions of Bruce Trail were horse trails to begin with.

•

Fort Erie has partnership with the Niagara Parks Commission. The Town owns a series of road
allowances leading to the parkway with views of the Niagara River. Further investigation will be done as
part of the master plan.

•

Beach riding? Further investigation required. Public beach: understanding is that riding is permitted
from Sept to May on public property. Need confirmation of this.

•

Gidday up? Or Whoa? Gidday up.

•

Any changes to the principles? Volunteerism should be included.

•

Any opportunities not mentioned?

•

Financial aspects: where is $$$ coming from? Cost estimates and economic impacts for proposed trails
will be part of this study. This will explore how much $$$ this system will generate. Various sources of
funding, ie trail permit. Snowmobilers are required to buy a permit.

•

How enforce a mandatory fee? Pay for a permit; get a pass; trail patrol system; distributed information
to trail users in yrl; charged if no permit in yr2 + in eastern Ontario. Permit costs based on cost to
maintain the trail system. Pilot system. 500 km of trails. Permit provides access to those trails. Known
as the Trillium Trail Pass.

o
U
fl

U
11

State funded trails in US are free.

I

Trail permit would ideally provide access to trails across province.
•

Is there a day pass? Doesn’t currently exist, but it could. Ideal for visitors to the area.
Eastern Ontario Trails Alliance collects permit fees and distributes to member areas. $$ goes towards
trail maintenance.

•

Cost reduction/break for seniors? This would encourage recreational activities for seniors and
handicapped.

•

User fees: hikers bring in garbage and don’t have to buy a permit. This is discriminatory. Horses
damage trails. Barefoot horses do less damage to trail. If all trail groups pay, then it is worth considering.

•

CEF fees, OEF fees, OTRA fees, etc. are currently paid by equestrians. Permit is an additional cost. Is
there an umbrella organization to minimize multiple membership fees?

•

OFSC permit includes liability insurance.
CEF fees not needed for recreational riding. OEF affordable insurance.

•

Questionnaire for horse owners, horse count to get handle on economic impact of horse industry in Fort
Erie. Try to get $$ matched by private corporations (i.e. Purina).
Trail fee is good for education; makes people aware. Good opportunity to get information out.

•

Many trails closing in US due to new developments and liability concerns. In Kentucky, many trails were
on state land, some on private land. On private land, there was a charge. Nominal charges to use
campsites. Bridle tag on horses allow access to trail.

•

Partnerships?
National Trails Day: go out and solicit feed/trailer companies. Eq. Clubs should inquire to find out what
programs are available for funding.

•

Feed companies, trailer companies, Petro Canada, Canada Trust, Chrysler, financial institutions, grants,
corporate sector, campgrounds
Role of Club members?

•

Club member should be on Board as a representative.

•

Spring clean-up (Heritage Trail); members volunteer to pick up garbage. Works well.

•

Need partnership with neighbouring municipalities. Welland Canal Trail Committee (Welland and
Thorold). Need to get measure of consistency among municipalities for long range ride.

•

There are approx. 150 horses represented in the room.

Maps will be available from Signe at the Town of Fort Erie. Maps will be on ESG website www.esg.net and Town
of Fort Erie website www.forterie.on.ca
Please send drawings and comment sheets to Signe. These are due in a week and a half.
Next public meeting will be May 1st! Thank you for attending!
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FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
MASTER PLAN
PUBLIC
INFORMATION MEETING No. 2
Wednesday May 1, 2002
Stevensville Memorial Community Hall
6:00 p.m.

AGENDA
INTRODUCTION
BACKGROUND

CONCEPTUAL TRAIL ROUTING
DISCUSSION PERIOD

Please sign in, so we may keep you informed of upcoming events
and public meetings.

U
ci
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail
Public Meeting #2: Trail Routing Workshop

U

Cdi iiih.tShê
Date:
Time:
Location:

May 1, 2002
6:00 pm.
Stevensville Community Memorial Hall

n
LJ

1.

o

Are there any existing features, conditions, opportunities, barriers, or points of interest that
have not been discussed or identified on the drawings that are important to highlight as
part of the equestrian trail network? If so, please describe. Please provide location
sketches where appropriate, or draw on wall display maps before leaving. If you have
additional information about these features, please attach.

2.

Do you generally agree or disagree with the preliminary route options identified this
evening? Please check one.
Generally Disagree
Generally Agree
If you disagree, please offer other suggestions that improve the proposed routes in the
space provided below.

3.

Are there other existing or potential loops and links that you are aware of that should be
incorporated? If so, please describe. Please provide location sketches where possible or
draw on wall display maps before leaving.

11

n
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4.

Do you generally agree or disagree with the design guidelines for equestrian trail and
trailside amenities?
Generally Agree
Generally Disagree
If you disagree, please offer other suggestions that improve the design guidelines in the
space provided below.

5.

Are there other trail standards that should be considered that would help to create an
internationally significant equestrian trail? Are there. additional trailside amenities that
should be incorporated? If so, please describe in more detail below. If necessary, please
attach a separate piece of paper.

6.

Do you know of potential partnering opportunities (i.e. private land, bed n’ bales, camping,
volunteering, etc.)? If so, please describe. May Town representatives contact you for
more information?
EJ Yes, please contact me.

If you would like to be on the mailing list for this project, please provide the details below.
Name:
Address
City /Town/PO#

Postal Code

Thankyóuforattending!
For further infoimation, please contact:

Ms.

Signe

Edgecombe, Waterfront and Special

Projects Coordinator

Town of Fort Erie
Municipal Centre
1 Municipal Centre Drive
Fort Erie, Ontario, L2A 2S6
905871 1600 (Voice)
905 871 6411 (Fax)
Email: sedgecombe(ä.forterie.on.ca

1 Principal
Mr. Ken Buck
ESG International

Landscape Architect

361 Southgate Drive, Guelph,
NIG 3M5

519 836 6050 (Voice)
519 836 2493 (Fax)
Email: kbucktesg.net

Ontario,

Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

Fort Erie Equestrian Trail
Master Plan

Trail Routing Workshop
May 1,2002
jS
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n
• Introductions
• Process (review)
• Goals, Objectives and Guiding Principles
(review)
a Inventory and Analysis (review)
- Summary of Comments
- Master Plan Concept
- Design Guidelines

ESG International:
Ken Buck
• Paula Neice
Karen Bannister

• Economic Impacts
• Break
• Discussion Period

INTRODUCTIONS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

ESG International
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PHASE 2: DEVELOPING TIlE
FRAMEWORK
- Develop trail master plan concept
• Develop preliminary trail
standardslguidelines
• Develop preliminary cost estimates
• Develop preliminary implenienlation
and management strategies
• Public Meeting #2: Master Plan
Concept Workshop (May 1, 2002)

PHASE 1: BUILDING THE
FOUNDATION
- Contact key stakebolders
- Cosukict field itwestigalions
• Cossfinn ueslprinciples
• Identify parbierslpotential mutes
Prepare inventory and gap analysis
• Public Meeting 11: Resowces
Workshop (March 5.2002)

WORK PLAN

OVERVIEW

U
I
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WORK PLAN
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

PHASE 3: PREPARING ThE MASTER

The goal of the Equestrian Trail Master Plan is:

PLAN

• Finallzemasterplan
• Fenalize cog estiniates
- F.ukze implementation and

“to create and establish a local
equestrian trail network in the Town of Fort
Erie as a major equestrian destination for
international tourists and local residents,
embracing neighbouring municipalities as part
of a larger trails network.”

wnagextsent strategies
Prepare ecoetonuc impacts
- Ptthilc Meetingl3: Presentation of
-

Final Master Plan Lu Council (mid
-

Prepare fetal master plan design brief

WORK PLAN

-

FORI ERIE
EQUESTRIAN WAIL

GOAL

to recommend trail linkages within the Town of Fo,t

Erie and connections to a larger equestrian system
- to identify potential nodal points within and beyond
the study area such as the proposed Equine Centre
sud!or the Fort ErielPort Colborne canal property
- In define and establish design criteria, standards, and
operational and maintenance guidelines for an
equestrian trail system of International stature
• to identify and address the needs of all intended trail

•
•
•

-

to promote opportunities for tourism and ecotmlnsm

development in the Town of Fort Erie
•

OBJECTIVES

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Design trued. aid Standards
ltvetdo a kaig doteice system of trails rar 3-5 day long rides.
•
hneid. cenliraseus trail ioops and links of varying league.
•
aranq.oitraiI experiences.
Peonidsa ligus q.aitity equestrian trail experience.
Pito a high standard of trail design.
•
itiiui todnap. character based on heritage
thames web ex oweal landscape, culUsal heritage, etc.
setmty mires far equestrians, horses, other trail
mire, aid nialodeta.
-

•
-

Petside far jear-rasaid us..
Ceisdderth. penthihtyof user pay trail penslits.
Frowid.cppartaidtiea for trail in. by children, the disabled,

tilaree ,dso do not oem hones.

GuIDiNG PRINCIPLES

ESG International
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FORT ERIE
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to recommend phased trail implementation with the
first phase openIng in 2003
to promote economically, environmentally and
socially sustainable trail design, construction and use
to promote education for all trail users and motorists
about equestrians and horses
to recommend and provide direction for trail
implementation and management
to identify funding, fundraising, and sponsorship
opportunities
to recommend an operational and management
strategy to be implemented and adnilnistered by the
Town of Fort Erie
to assess the potential for viable linkages with the
proposed Equine Centre

OBJECTIVES

.

‘a

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN WAIL

Trail Routing and linkages

•

Develop off.oad trails (I.. not an road ailo.iaice9 on prdslic
lands wherever peanut..
Develop equastriari trails on priwali larithedem important
trail coenectinen are reqidrad and whim “.taindste
agreomnh (through lames,
land

trades, etc.) with landowners and land manages cash.
estaislidsed for keig tern rouse seazenese.
•

Pmvida corusections to neighbawing miwsidipiddea end

•

Provid. trail coruiectiom tolls. proposed Rpdne CmsUa
equestrian barnslllabiesllrauiing IaclllliesTh.d and hales and

.aisting trail syst.ne.

other aeccmmoditlon tourist airvicas aid pOisUSUIisItereiI
emergency equestrian services (eherbwiai,
bngmwuespahts.s
a rairting trail
fermi);

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

EQ UESTRMN TRAIL
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

•

Iu
The bail system will be designed principally for equestrian
tea but will include cycling, hiking and skiing an permitted
inns. Motorized war will be excluded with the exception
of locations where right-of-ways for public acows exist.
Provide a hierarchy of trail types to respond to a range of
equestrian trail uses and tears includlnç
• ireriatlonat sacks
family riders
• touring pubis (Individuals and cenimerelal tell, grmasps)
training
• campetitive evnilkmg
• competitive mmmlsrenes riding and endurance training
equestrian Shine and cn.qdkiv. diivln,

•

Acconunodate trail ridar with skills and abilities ranging
from beginner to expert.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Tnuncm DeveInpment
• Hlghligl* ares towiot skatinaliom as a part OL or distinct
from. Ui. equestrian trast sytiam.
• Attract visitors and equestrian enthusiasts from Niagara.
Can da. the U.S and oderawatijes.
• Coiuider equestrian trail an an integral alnipanent of the
proposed Fad Etie Equine facility.
- Promote Fad Erie an a lesaleg international equestrian.
Friendly centre.
• Promote investniesit opportunities for the equestrian
lrtduttiy.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

FORT ERIE
EQUESJRMN TRAIL

Identify potential trail-side amenities for equestrian use
vuthas
paddocks. standing statit
grazing facilities, feeding st5tions, fresh watiur
staging areas
Low vehicle and trailer parking
tack.a areas
bitching paslslrails!pidtet lines
shelter far horses and riden
mant.a disposal
washroom and picnic facilities
barmier Fran accesa range
mesedieg hindu

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

EQUESJRMN TRAIL

Pad
Identify and encowege potential artnerships,
cotlahoiationu asdlor strategic alIbnce.
• Forge relationships with oilier trail organizations and
equestrian groups for promotion. awareness and education.
Encetsage an an-going partnership with Nordic Gaming
Cerporabon.
• fluild ass tim tradition of honemamliip In Fad Erie.

GUIDiNG PRINCIPLES

EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Existing Trails
• Niagara River Recreation Trail
a Friendship Trail

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

ESG International
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

ExistingFourist Destination Points
- Historic Fort Erie
— museums
• aboriginal (rails (Ridge Road
and Slierkstnn-Mlchener Road)
- historic settlements (ie. Little
Africa)
• local consenialtins (i.e.
Stevenwitte Ridgeu.ay)
• beaches
future Steveusnlfle Zoo
• Fort Erie Re Track

INVENTORY & AAUILYSIS

uan
• tack shops
- feed mills
- equine veterinarians
• farriers

-

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TWilL

Equestrian Factics
future Equine Centre
• I.CAN.TER.
• Fort Erie Horse Training
Centre
• horsefanns

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

EQUESIRMN IRAIL

Route Opportunities
- clay roads I unopened road
allowances
- low volume road
• hydro corridor
- abandoned railway ROW
• Friendship Trail Phase 3

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

• Typical low volume road

Typical clay road
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INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

ESG International
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INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERiE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

• Typical abandoned rail line

• Typical hydro corridor
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INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
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INVENTORY & ANALYSiS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

high volume roads
active rail lines
golf courses and other private
land where agreements for trail
access are not granted
existing Friendship Trail
existing River Recreation Trail
• Niagara Parkway

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

ESG International

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

• Typical active rail line

• Typical high volume road

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORTERIE
EQUES1RMN TRAIL

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
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Typical Friendship Trail-Phase 3

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

Typical golf course

• Typical Friendship Trail-existing
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INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

FORT ERIE
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Frnm Public MeIing1I_(March
2004
- *...begin Use trail as soon as
possible to keep interest
up...niceties and frills can come
later...
..make a connection to the
Wetland Canal Parkway East
Side Trail...
• ‘...consider a day-use fee as
well as annual...

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

continued
• “...ashourtripwilltakean
experienced rider 20 miles
and a beginner rider 2 to 6
miles..
• “...need to get a measure of
consistency among
municipalities for a long
range ride...
• 1S0 horses were represented
by a group of +1-50 people
at the last public meeting

FORT ERIE

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS EQUESJRMN IIMIL
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MASTER PLAN CONCEPT
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

Ridge ioop
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MASTER PLAN CONCEPT
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MASTER PLAN CONCEPT
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MASTER PLAN CONCEPT

Trail Crossing of Roadway

Trail Staging Area
and Campground
I

DESIGN GUIDELINES
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DESiGN GUIDELINES
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

Separated Trail

____

DESIGN GUIDELINES

Separated Trail Adjacent to
Railway

FORT ERIE
EQUES1RMN WAIL

Trail Crossing of Roadway

DESIGN GUIDELINES

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Trail Junction

L_
DESIGN GUIDELINES

FORTERIE
EQUESTRMN IRRIL

Trail Node and Junction

DESIGN GUIDELINES

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Trail Within R..OW.: Off-Road Trail

.4iL i
DESIGN GUIDELINES
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DESIGN GUIDELiNES
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Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan

On-Road Signed Route: Low Volume
Gravel Road

Trail within R.O.W.: High Volume
Paved Road

_
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DESIGN GUIDELINES
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FORTERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

DESIGN GUIDELINES

Trail Signing: Typical Sign Types

On-Road Signed Route: Low
Volume Paved Road
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DESIGN GUIDELINES
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FORT ERIE
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DESIGN GUIDELINES
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Trail Signing: Typical Sign Types
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Ontario Hone Industry Report: OMAFRA. 1996
-

Dr. Robert Wright and Mr. Jim Cation
Based on a ssrniey of racing and non-racing horse industry
Non-racing organizations surveyed
• cnad1anEquutdan Federation (CEV)
• 0ntao Equestzian Fedaratlon (0EV)
• Ontaia Quartu Hms Aesociation (OgHA)
Hone Base Unsnees HV)

DESIGN GUIDELINES

ESG International

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN WAIL

ECONOMIC IMPACTS
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Fort Erie Equestrian fiail Master Plan

Ontario:
•
total nounber alt-racing horses
265,000
•
total non-racing employment
66.250 people
total annual (ditect) expenditures
$412 million
median annual (direct) expenditures per horse
$1,181.00
recent update based on new Stats Canada information
wggests that there has been growth of about 2%
•
does not c..b* indirect or induced expenditures (spinoff
multipliers)
•
Stats Canada definition ala farm does not include many
properties that have horses
numbers are likely very
low

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Town of Fort Erie:
you have to aune to the next meeting to find out
economic impacts of master plan components will be
calculated as pant of the next phase, considering:
•
cost estimseco at bed srgnonds
•
•
o

•
•
o
o

phasing fIrall inlemettauon
projected ees of tones (residents and visitors)
-._us.as for day en. and overnl$ht use
9
averago —.
projected ool ect economic impacts (per phase)
projected dases itdlrect and induced economic Impacts
phase)
project direct and indirectjebs created
all the sesppeotioigdoctasensalioiv

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

(per

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL

Ningara Itegiter
- total number of nan-racing horsei

6,922

annual economic (direct) Impact
$14 million
- annual medIan per horse eependitures:
es*im4eet economic impact
-

-food

• h.d.8n
-bond

o onploohint

• ,ntool,w7WVIee,
fanioro,vlcm
• trOinhill

ilalilon serelca fees

$ 393.
$ 122.
$ 3.600.
$ 522.
S 216.
$ 200.
$ 363.

S lea.

$
$
$
repass to born, and fonclvi $
leamportation and lraval
8
whido repairs
$
• ..hIitbe
$
wpplim

161.

50.
65.
64.
115.
125.
100.

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

S Li millIon
$ .SrniilIon
S 24.9 m,Illon
$ LB million
$ 1.5 million
$ 1.4 ,,olIion
5 2.5 millIon
$ 4.S million
$ 1.imiltlot
$ ..SmiUion
$ .4 million
$ .7 million
$ 1.ZmilUon
$ .9mlilim,
$ .7 million

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN WAIL

Finalize master plan
• Prepare cost estimates
o Prepare implementation and management strategies
o Prepare economic impacts
• Public Meeting#3: Presentation of Final Master Plan
to Council (mid-lune)
• Prepare final master plan design brief
• Implement highest priority
-

NEXT STEPS

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN IRAIL

• Process
Goals, Objectives and Guiding
Principles
• Inventory and Analysis
• Summary of Comments
• Master Plan Concept
• Design Guidelines
• Economic Impacts
a

Break
• Discussion Pedod

SUMMARY

ESG International

FORT ERIE
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
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PUBLIC MEETING #2: TRAIL ROUTING WORKSHOP
Mayl2002
COMMENTS FROM DISCUSSION PERIOD:

Hwy 3 crossing: underpass? Hwy 115 tunnel for horses near Peterborough. High cost construction. Desirable
solution. Would be desirable near S bend on Hwy 3. Drivers may disobey the traffic light in that location. S bend
is dangerous place to cross due to sightlines.
Loop north of Hwy 3 with only 1 crossing of Hwy 3. Would be safer. Therefore not everyone using the loop
doesn’t have to cross.
Liability? Trail designed to reasonable standard. Trail would be extension of Town parks system. Would be
covered by Town. User pay fee would include liability coverage. OFSC is a good example of trail permit system.

U
fl

Insurance issue: any OEF member is automatically insured.
Ideas to add:
,Chevron or bars painted on highway approaching a crossing.

U

Push button at height for riders.
Trail pass could be an electronic card that could open gates.
In Aurora, cars do stop for horse crossing.
Equine Centre: why is it in the location where it is? To access trail system and practice track. Activity at Race
Track to draw on. 100 acres.
Great ideal!! Equine Centre is it a proposal or a ‘done deal’? Current application for Superbuild funding. In
discussion with two community colleges re: education component. Commercial components. World class facility
needs world class trail system and vice-versa.
What is the most preferable riding area in the Town—north or south of Hwy 3? Majority in attendance would
prefer to ride on both sides of Hwy 3.
Do the equestrians prefer a parallel trail adjacent to the Friendship Trail Phase 3? Separated trail with ROW is
okay. Majority says OK. Bertie Rd (for example) would be more scenic than the rail trail. Could be considered
instead of the rail trail. Should connect existing trails and then move on.
Would the riders be interested in using Bertie Road (goes under QEW)?
Which part of trail would you like to see developed first?
QEW underpass: holding area on both sides of underpass. Horses can wait in these areas until the train goes
through.
Horses should be able see trains coming. Don’t need a barrier between active rail line and trail, just need
distance.
Cydists need to make some noise when approaching horses. Education is required.

LI

Abandoned rail trail: 25 trains per day through Fort Erie. Approx. 60 mph.
Excellent idea!
Safety idea: patrol system by experience riders to offer assistance to those in trouble (i.e. run away horses). NB
trail ambassador program (paid) is a good example. Volunteers in the Dundas Valley.
How many rangers would be required for such a large trail system? Need to consider distance between rangers.
Radio communication.
Training for volunteers? Organization? Volunteers can only do a little. Need administration. Niagara Regional
Police should become involved in enforcement. No mounted unit at present time. Organizers of this study could
put forth letter to NRP.
Block parent system: equestrian people near by could be available to help in time of trouble.

El

p

Friendship Trail could use patrolling by NRP. Used by approx. 1000 people per day. Problems with
snowinobilers.
Elaborate on water supply: wells with potable water supply at strategic locations. May be arrangements with
landownerslbed n’ bales along route. Pipe service is unrealistic.
of Hwy 3 near Old Fort: traffic is getting heavier. Very busy area. Gravel roads are oiled. Flying stones
from
passing
cars. College Road: dangerous place during hunting season (opinion).
South
Are there sections that would be used for walking, trotting, cantering, galloping? Would be based on rider’s
(sightlines, condition of trail, horse, obstacles, etc.). Speed limit? Something to consider. Different
types of riders will be using trail with varying levels of experience. Trail etiquette would be required. However,
judgement
would want variety or opportunities for visitors.
Road: horses and hunting are compatible. Not a conflict. Willoughby Marsh: designated hunting area in
Ontario
by
College MNR with NRCA. If trail goes through, is that going end up preventing hunting? Hunting is a safe
sport (opinion). Do not interfere with existing legal activities in our area.
lime: after Labour Day to end of December. It is feasible to have trails in operation during hunting seasons.
Awareness
that area is multi-use is required.
Peak
Two sports can coexist (i.e. Dufferin Forest during turkey hunting season). Also controlled burns. Involves
education.
Renegade hunters are a concern, not the educated/legal ones. Close some trails during hunting season for
safety (short periods).
Horse people help horse people. They are generally sensible. Don’t want to create too many limitations that
affect the trail experience.
limit this trail system for a few renegades. Can’t hold something up for a few individuals.
Keep
Don’t Hwy 3 crossings to a minimum (i.e. figure 8).
Get this thing going, no fooling around.
a piece of trail. Friends of the trail. Reduced fee?
Adopt
Add mounting block to sketches. Blocks or rocks.
Private land?

Anyone interested in having trails on their land? 10 hands up. Trail and/or campground potential.
Patrols: presently a proposal for mounted unit. Needs help to push forward. Letter from steering committee
would be helpful. Raise it at next steering committee.

CONTACT RECORD
NAME:
DATE:
RECORDED BY:

Mayor Vance Badaway, City of Port Colbome
April 2, 2002
Ken Buck

Mr Vance Badaway is very supportive of the Town’s initiative and is in the process of assembling his own
Task Group to examine trail “routing and aesthetic” opportunities to connect with the Friendship Trail. It is
the intent of Port Colbome to use the abandoned rail line to connect with Fort Erie to complete the multiuse
component of the Great Circle Route identified by the Welland Canals Parkway and Trails Master Plan. He
strongly supports the creation of an equestrian trail within the ROW but separate from the multiuse trail.

U

He sees the opportunity for Port Colbome and “Southern Niagara”. There is opportunity here based on
themes. Shipping (horses were used to build the canal) farming, the heritage of horses (racing) in the area
etc. Connections need to be made with points of interest such as the canal, golf courses, beaches, etc.
He requires further clarification from the Town of Fort Erie on funding for the system and the possibility of
using proceeds from bingo and gaming.
Regarding Site A, he is in total agreement that it would create a unique staging area for horses. He was
quick to point out that they are in the process of creating/updating their Official Plan and that they wish to
determine future uses for the site. Industrial and commercial uses may be promoted by some. If Fort Erie
is interested in using the site for recreational purposes, he can support that, but would like to discuss the
matter with the Town very soon. There may be an opportunity to acquire vacant land owned by the
Canada Lands Corporation. He would welcome a call from the Town of Fort Erie to start the process.
With respect to connections, he was not optimistic about opportunities within Port Colborne to cross the
canal. The existing pedestrian bridge may not be suitable. The real problem is getting out onto the island.
He suggested the possibility of adding to an existing bridge or a potential crossing at Forks Road.
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